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IN the hiftoryofMan, we coatempiat* 
wit& particular fatisfa^toiiy tbofe legiilators, 
heroes, ftnd philofophers, whofe wifdom, va» 
lour, and virtue have contributed to the happi* 
xieis of 4:he human fpecies. We trace the. Ituriin'" 
otxs {progress of thofe excellent beings with fccret 
complacency ; our emulation u rouied« while 
we behold them dcadily purfue the path of rec«> 
Htudc, in defiance of every obftiu<EHon ; we re* 
joke that we wefe of the fame fpecies, andtbus^ 
Self-4ove becomes the hand-maid of Virtue. • 
' Th«' authentic pages of Biography - unite th<i 
mod ^ grateful amufement with inftru^ion.^-^ 
Truth fupports the dignity 6f the Hiftoric Muie 
who will not admit of either fulfomc panegyric, 
or invidious cenfure. She defcribes Jier hero 
with genuine fimplicity — mentions his frailties, 
his charadleriftic peculiarities, and his i^ining' 
qualities. In (hort« (be gives a faithful and: 
lively poTtraitof the m^n,iaveftigates the latent 
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motives of his actions* and celebrates thofe yir- 
tues which have raifedhim to an enviable pre* 
eminence above his cotemporaries. 

We fympathize in the fufieringSy and parti- 
cipate the triumphs of thofe illaftrious men who 
ftand' 

"Majeftic ^mid the monuments of Time $" 
and the approbation of excellence in others, na- 
turally leads the mind toimitate the objeA of its 
adoration. 

Among thofe patriots who have a claim to 
our veneration, George Waihington appears in 
a confpicuous place in the fir ft rank* The aneeft- 
ors of this extraoi:dinar7 man, in the year 1657» 
emigrated from England to America, and fettled 
in the colony of Virginia ; here, by unremiting 
induftry they became opulent and refpe^able, 
and gave their name to the parifh of Wafhing* 
tor^ in Weftmoreland county.-^George Wa£b- 
ington, the hero of the following hiftory, was 
the fruit of a fecond marriage, and was bom in 
the fettlemeiit of Chotank, in the above-mention* 
ed county, onthellthofFebuary,(O.S.) 1732. 

The extenfive fettlement of Chotank was ori- 
ginally purchafed by the Wafhington family ; 
the extreme fertility of the fbil induced thofe fbt- 
tiers to cultivate tobacco infeveral plantations; 
for this purpofe they purchafed a number of ne*. 
gro flaves, and, confequently pbpulation was 



rapidly increafed. At the time our hero ^tt 
bom, all the planters throughout this eztenfive 
iettlement were his relations — hence, his youths 
ful years glided away in all the plcafing gaiety 
of focial friendihip. He received a private ed-* 
ucation^ and was initiated in the* efements'of 
Religion, Morality, and Science by a private 
tutor ; and, from the tenor of his anions it is 
manifeft, that uncommon pains were taken to 
cfaerifii the beft propenfities of human nature in- 
his heart : 

In the 10th year pf his age, he had themisfor*« 
tone to lofe an excellent father, who diedin 17^% 
and the patrimonial eftate devolved to an dder. 
. brother— —This young gentleman had been an 
officer, in the Colonial troops fent in the expedi- > 
tion againft Carthagena. On his return he call- 
ed the family manfion Moufit Vernon, in honour ^ 
of the Britiih Admiral, and deftined his brother 
George to ferve in the navy. 

Accbrdingly, in his 15th year, our hero was 
entered as a midihipman, on board a Britiih fri*' 
gate, Rationed on thecoaft of Virginia. He pre* 
pared to embark, with all the alacrity of youth ; 
but his nautical career was ftopped by the in* 
terpofition of maternal love. Ever obedient to 
an affectionate mother, young Waftington relin- 
qutfhed his defire of going to Tea ; the energies 
of hiimind were to be excited on a more fiabie 
element. 
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^ As his patiimoni^l efts^te was hf no meant 
eonfiderabley his youth ^sa eniploye4 in ufeful 
tnduflry ; and in the praftice of his profeilion as 
a (vLCwyoTf he had an opportunity of acqiiilrm^ 
that infonnation refpeding vacant lands, and of 
forming, thofe opinions concerning th^ir future 
vahie, which, afterwards, greatly contributed tq 
the increa&ofhis piivate fortune. 

The firft proof that he gave of his propenfity. 
to aims was in the year 1751, when the office 
of Adjutant- General of the Virginia ipilitia be^ 
canie .Tacai&t by the deMh of his brother, and 
Mount Vernon, together with a large eftat^, 
came into his pofTeflJon, At this time, the ex-. 
t^fire population of the colony madeit ^xpedi* 
ent to form the m^iitia corps into Xbrete dlvHionst 
and Waihinton^ in his 20th y<eai, was.appoi,nt- 
ed Major. He attended to.his duty, a^an oHfi- 
ccr, with exemplary propriety and vigilance-— 
was indefatigable in th^ dicipline p.f the troops 
^^and generally beloved, both by his brother 
officers and the private men, forh^spliJdneii• 
and geheroQty. 

In the year 1753,. the mcroachm^nts of the 
French upon the weftern boundaries, of the Brit-r 
ifh Colonies excited a general alarm in Virgin- 
ia, infomuch that Govenor Dinwiddi deputed 
Wafhington to afcertain the truth of thofe lu-. 
moprs I he was alfo em.pqwered to enter into ^ 
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treal]/^ w&di thrlndran;, airdiremodfttkt^ with 
Ae Wradeh upon dietr pr4)ceednigs. On his xrv 
riv^ at die ba<:k ffet^emems;. be found tiieColor 
fiiKk in a. very unpleafi^iit Gtuatioo, frapij^ ihe'desr ' 
predaAons of the -Indians^ ^'hO'Weceiacce& 
ai^tly ipiligated by theTrcaeh to th^cominUBon 
o^new aggireffioos. He ^mfd that the;]Zijendi 
thetni^ves had- alfo committed ieveralou£raj^s 
figail^(tthe defefuselefsfetders'f.nay^ that.tiiey 
had proceeded (6 far as to dikablifh pofts mthsn 
ihe bonndariesof Virgf nSa;- Wafhington i&on^j 
remonftratisdiagainft thofe-adl^of hoftii^jv md 
warned the- flench to defift hovn die iDcui!£ioB4 
On his returfi/'his report to'thi^ GoTefior .was 
ptxVbXhedf andic evinced that he perfotined this 
^cnsourabkmiffion widi greit pfudencev- 
- The repeated it^roads of tlie French ^d Im 
diaos on the frontiers of Vrr^intay! made^af nef 
ceflary'to em^reafe the nailitaryeilab^^fldnefnt'} 
and early in the fpiing of 1*1 S4^ a lievvregri^eiit 
wa^ raifed, of iKrhich PrcJfener Fry, of the eollpge 
Was appointed Co} . and Wafhington* ^eiitenantJ^ 
eolon^. Mr. Fry died foon afterthe regiifnent 
Was embodied, at^«was fu^ceeded by'pnT herot . 
who paid unremittSg attentionto the dticlpHne 
ef diis new corps.* He ellabUfhed Maigs^iheSfo£ 
provifion and aihmxinition,' and opened (he joad9 
to the frontiers in order, to pre-occupy an imp0T« 
tant^poft at the conflaeice of the Monongaheh^ 
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^d AUeghanf riTers. His regiment was t« 
faa,ve been reuiiforced by a detachment frdm the 
foathera colonies^ and a«orps of prottncial; from 
North Cardina and Maryland; but impelled: by 
the tirgencf of the occaiion« he advanced without 
the expe&ed ibccoiirs in the month df May. The 
croop& proceeded by forced marches towards the 
defile, and their commander difpatched t^o 
fcouts to reconnoitre ; but though his rapid 
march was facilitated by the fineweather» yet^ 
vfhea he afcended the ' Lauril HitlSi fifty miles 
diftant from the place of deilinatifii{^e was met 
by his icouts who returned . with ihtelligence* 
that the enemy were in pofleflion,of the poft, had 
built a forty and ftatioz^d a large garrifon diere* 
Wafliington now held a council of war with 
the odier officers, but while they were delibera- 
ting a detachment of the French came in fight» 
and obliged them to retreat to a favanna called 
the Green Meadows. 

The fortitude of Wafhtngton was put to afe- 
▼ere te& on this occafion, he retired with the 
troops to an eminence in the favanna, and about,* 
noon began to ereiS a fmaiLfortification. He 
called his temporal y defenJvort Neceffity, and 
encouraged the regiment hmh by his voice and 
example, to raife a redoubt on which they plant- 
cd two field pieces. They furrounded the camp 
with an entrenchment in which they toiled j^ith 



tmremTttiiig eattrcibns' doring the fnbfetpieiit 
fiight. Thus fortified, they prepared ,to redfl 
the itiedttsbted attack of die enemy ; and about 
iknnfe, on the fbllbwing ihbrning, were joined 
by Carpt^ M^ Kay, with a company of regulars. 
'the Utile army aow amcnmted to about 40O 
men, iOn-the approach of the adraneed guard 
^f the French, the Americaas Allied fbrth, at' 
t^ked-and defeated them i butthemain body 
of the -eaemYf amounting to 150O men^ couk* 
pelled' thetn to retire to the intrenchments.— 
The G&mp was now clofely invefted, and the 
Americans fuffered fe^erely from the grape ihot 
of the evi^my, and the Itfdran riflemen. Wafi>- 
ingtonhowever, defended the works with fuch 
fkill afud bra very, that the beft^ers were una-, 
ble ttfbiee the intrenchments. . At kngth af- 
ter ^ conilldlrpfj^en :hours,' in which ]50of the 
Americanx were kftled and wounded, they were 
obliged to ttapftulate. They were permitted to 
itoarfih-^ot "with the honours of war, and lay 
down their -arrms in front of the French lin^ ^ 
but the^y wete afterwards plundeived by thehof- 
tile Ifidibns, during tfadr return to Virginia. 

Thid defeat excited a ftrong emoticm'of for* 

ro^ in the breads of their, conmryroen ; and 

tho^ feveralr. peifons cenlured the precipitancy 

I of Wac(bington-in this;.affajr, yet the general 

'tonvf^^ion^f hi« istiegrkyprevemed thofemur^ 
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iliiirsfroni (ioiag; h!si:aa7iujtti> I&d]i}edlM^ 
ccmthidb \raslixble to cenAire ; rhe oagfbt tohavei 
ttaitW for the neceffafy reinforcen(ieats> a juac- 
' doti with: whom wottyprobablybav^crownedth^ 
dnterpri^e . with fucce&.. HU meflcp^ienceaadr 
i^d a Aire ardor o£:a youthful mind, may: afifprd 
ibme; jialHatidn: of liisiimprudencei;^ hut his 
fddiners'in thts'inftaacet was fo* dtffer«iii: fro)p;i 
hji itfbreqdeQt iprnde;pQe» .^thaC\prohaldiy:thiB ia^ 
aofptcious comntieficemexit. ofhis mUMary; ca^ 
reePf- was the ori^iaiof che^' cirauR)rp^^loQ> atnd 
i^igllan6e i^htch* afterin^ardstnarked his<<;QBdudt 
in iljfttccefsful defenfife War. 

Let us for a'cdomeiit enquire iuto the catlfe 
of thefe unproToked hoi&ilities of the French 
againfl the Brhifk. colonies^ /A&jFfatioey for 
Ri Any cefttotles had been the profeffed rtvial of 
England, (he beheld < the rapid pro^rity of 
t^ieC^ cn\cmtSi and the. , cdnfequeni v«ggr^ndifse« 
m^n^ of: the mother country, witlv.enviotts ap- 
]n«h4n(ion. The freachlgoVersnlfiantdiMd made 
fe&tieiiiehcs tnl North Am^rica^ axid divided this 
vaftictrntinent into two .{iiromces .} - ihe^ not theni I 
Was called (7aaada^a3td. the fouthe);n,X;i0ilSiian2b: I 
But as the prmof pal part lof' this territory wa?, ! 
iompfixvitiv^lfi. barreaAiid lincuUiyated^ thef 
Ff enth formnsd the -ambttiottt popoje^ p£ obtain* 
ihg poiFeffion of t^ Britafh' fettlementB iiy . forties 
For thispurpoie tb^y evaded ai ^chain of. fort* 



r 



( i» f 



S 



mrhich extended tbronghoiit an immenfe ifsL^ 
of country. Thefe fortifications wert g^arrifon- 
6d by troops, we]!^ fuppdied by mtlityry ftores j 
bht thtf crrcamjacent regions were totally Unin-' 
^ habited, except by htintirtg partfWs of the wan- 
^" daring Indians. - J • . 

5 The French engaged thefe fatages in their 

° inter eft, by fupplying them with arniK and am* 
^' Jnunittott in exchange for rich furs. Thus they 
'* I obtained the alliance of a formidable and enter-s 
^- pricing rac^, who natitratty hated the Btitifh' 
^ I eolonifts, Whoni they conftdered as the original 

invaders of their country, 
^ ; .^In thefammer of lf54', the French having 
^; bnilt feveral forts within the boundaiiesolthe^ 
'^". Britiftr fettAements, an army of veterans waar 
^^ feiit from France to furpport thofe unjuftiffable' 
•i ; encroachments^ We have already mentioned 
'' ! their vi^ory ov^r the troops commanded by 
^'[ Waihingtonr' afnd' that they had ete^ed a fottf 
*fi at an a;dVant,*geotfs poft, ^l;^hich it had been his' 
^^ determination to fecufre. They named this for-' 
^ trefs Du Quefne, in* whidh they ftationed a 
*• ;' ftrong garrifon' Weil provided with mrilitary 
^^': ftores* Thofe hoftile meafiires on the ^ part of 
[*^i France, excited the mdigftatibn 6f the Englift ' 
'^''' Government, and orders Wefe 'iflued to make' 
^" general reprifals in Europe and Am^ca. 
^ Ift the year 1755^ General Btaddock wa&fent 

B 
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to America, at thebeadof tvoTeteraa vegU 
menu from Ireland, to reduce the forts on the 
Ohio. On his arriTal, he was joined by the in- . 
dependent and provincial corps of America ^ 
but when the army was ready to march agatnft 
the enemy, the want of waggons for the convey* 
ance of ftores, had almoft proved an, infur« 
mountable obftacle to the expedition. In this 
emergency a patriotic American ftepped for- 
ward and removed the difficulty,; this was the . 
celebrated Benjamin Franklin, whofe extraor- 
dinary talents had already condribated to the. 
diBFufion of knowledge and happineisr This ' 
benign philofopher exerted his influence ib* 
e£feAually with his countrymen, that in a (hert 
time he colle^ed 150 waggons, which proved 
an ample fapply for the army. 

As in confequence of a |n^litary regulation^ 
'* no officer who did not derive his commiffion 
fiom the King could command one who did/^ 
WaOiiflgton redgned; but fttongly attached 
to a military life, and emulous to defend his 
country with diftinguifiied zeal, he voluntarily • 
fez ved under Gen. Braddock as^n extra aid-de- 
camp* That General marched againft Fort Du- 
Quefne ; but loon after he cro&d the river 
Monongahela, the van divifion of his army was . 
attacked by an ambufcadeof French and In=. 
dtans, and totally defeated. The tliickfwfs of 
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.the woods pr^remed both, the European and 
provincial troops from beiQg able to defend 
chemfelyes ^ith effe^ y they could neither keep 
their ranks> nor charge the enemy with the 
bayonet, while the Indians who were expert at 
buOi-fighting, and were widely fcattered, fired 
at them in all dire^ions horn behind the trees 
where they were concealed from theii: foes, and 
took a fatal aim. Wa&ington had cautioned 
Gen. Braddock in vain; his ardent defire of 
jconqueft made him deaf to the voice of pru^ 
iience ; he faw his error when too late, and 
bravely periflied in his endeavours to fave the 
4iviiion from deftrudion. The gallant but un- 
fortunate general had four hoHes (hot from un- 
. der hinubefore he was flaip, and almoCl every 
officer whofe duty obliged him to be on horfe- 
back, was either killed or wqunded except 
Wafhington. Amid the cam^gpy.^the pre&nce 
of mind, and abilities of our hero* were confpl* 
cuous ; he rallied the troops, and, at the head 
of a corps of grenadiers, covered the rear of the 
divifion, and fecured their retreat over the ford 
of Monongahela. 

. Anxious for the prefervation of the troops, 
and unmindful of the fatigues he had under<- 
gone, during a fultry day, in which he Imd 
fcarcely a moment of reft, he haftened to con* 
^rjt meafures with Colonel Dunbar^ who cpm* 



manded the r^t dmjfion^ which had hot been 
engaged* Neither thft wikiefhefs thro' vehich 
he was obliged to pafs) the iimtiinerable dangers 

, thftit iburround^d hiiii in his progiefs, nor his 
ezhaufted ftat^ could prercnt hiln ft-orti purfu- 
ing the lineof hisdtity. He tra'telled during the 
ni ght accompanied by two guides, and reached 
the Britifc camp m fafety. Thus his perfevetr 
ance and wifdoin faved the refidue of the troops. 
Colonel punbar now aflbmed the chief coJn^ 
mand i and with confiderable di€iculty efit;ded 
a retreat} but was obliged to deftroy his baggage 
to prevent it from falKng into the hands of the 
enemy. Wafiiington received the moft flatter- 
ing mirks of public approbation ; but his beft 
rev^rd was the confctoufhefs of "his own inte- 
grity. 

^ Soon after this traufa^ion, the regulation of 
rank, whicb^ii^d juftly been confidered as a 
grievance by fte colonial officers, was -changed 
m confequence of a fpirited remonftrance of 
Wafliington ; and the Governor of Virginia re- 
Wax ded this brave officer with the command 
of all the troops of that colony. The natural 
pnergy of his mind was now called into aftion ; 
and his thoughts were continuajly employed in 
forming new plans for the proledion of thfc 
frontiers. 

yfe »)ay form fome id^a of his inqr^aCn^ 
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pdpnlarity, and the high eftimati^n in which he ' ' 
was held by his countrymen, from the follow, 
ing carious prediftion. It was publiflied in the 
ftotes of a fermon preached by the Rev. Samuel 
Dzyhsy on the 17th of Auguft, 1755, to Capt. 
Overton's independent company of Volunteers, 
Taifed in * Hanover county, Virginia. ** As a re- 
markable inftaticeofpatriotifm, I may point out 
that heroic youch Colonel Wafiiington, whom I 
cannot but hope Providence has hitherto pre- 
ferved in fo iignal a manner, for fome impor- 
tant fervice to his country. ' " What renders this 
prophecy the more wortiiy of notice, is its hav- 
ing been delivered twenty years prior to the 
commencement of the war, which terminated in 
American Independence. 

In the year 1758, Wafhington commanded 
the van brigade of the army under Gen. Forbes, ^ 
and diftinguifhed himfelf by the capture of 
fort du Quefne. During this fuccefsful cam- 
paign, he acquired a knowledge of tactics His 
frequent fkirmifhes with the French and In- 
dians, in the woody regions along the frontiers 
taught him vigilance and circumfpcdtion, and 
Toufed that fpiiit of enter prife, which is ever 
ready to feize the ctifis that lead^ to vidory. 
The troops under his command were gradually 
inured in that mofl: difficult kind of warfare Cal. 
Ud bufti-fighting, while the activity of the 

B2 
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French and ferocity of the Indians were ^vei" 
come by his fuperior valour. After the ene* 
my had been defeated in feveral battles, and 
compelled to retreat far beyond the Colonial 
botlndariesy General Forbes left a fu$ctent 
garrifon in the different forts which he had cap- 
tured along the banks of the Ohio, and returned 
with the army into winter quarters. 

In the courfe of this dec i five campaign^ 
which reftored. the tranquility and fecurity of 
the middle colonies, Walhington had fuffered 
many hard(hips which impaired his health.. He 
was a$i6ted with an inveterate pulmonary 
complaint, and extremely debilitated, infonriucb 
that ia the year of 17 59* he refigned his com- 
miilion and retired to Mount Vernon. The 
Virginia line expre/Ted their high fenfe of his 
merit, by an afiedionate addrefs on this occall- 
on ; and his anfwer was marked with that mo- 
de^y and magnanimity which were the promi- 
nent traits of his mind. 

By a due attention to regimen, in the quiet 
bowers of Mount Vernon, be gradually reco- 
vered from his indifpofitioa. But, as during 
the tedious period of his convalefcence the 
Btitifh arms had been vi^oripus, his country 
had no more occafioa for the exertion of his 
military talents. In 1761, he married a young 
wid9W> whofe maiden namp was Dandridg^i 
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iBhe was defeended from a reputable family apd 
two of her brothers were officers in the Britifli 
navy. This lady was the widow of Colonel 
CuftUy who had leH her iole executrix to his 
extenfive pofieffions, and guardian to his two 
children. The union of Wa(hington with this 
jaccompliihed woman was productive of their 
mutual felicity ; and as he incefTantly purfued 
agricultural improvements, his tafte embellifh* 
ed and enriched the fertile fields around Mount 
Vernon, Meanwhile he was appointed a ma- 
gidrate, a member of the.aifembly of the ftate 
and a judge of the court. The£b honourable 
avocations kept the powers of his mind in a 
ftate of adivity ; he attended to his civil duties 
with exemplary propriety, and gave a convin- 
cing proof, that the fimplicity of the Farmer is 
homogeneal with the dignified views of the 
Senator. 

But the time approached, in which Waihing- 
ton was to relinquifh thofe honoui able civil a- 
VQcatioQs, and one of the moft remarkable 
events recorded in hidory obliged him to a6t a 
confpicuous part on the great theatre of the 
world. The American Revolution originated 
in the errors of a few Britifh politicians, and 
the joint exertions of a number of public fpirit- 
ed men among thf Colonifts, who incited their 
country -men to refill parliamentary taxation. 
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Jn Maroh 1764» a bill pafled in the Bridfli 
]Parlianent, laying heavy duties on all aittcles 
imported into the Colonies frcm the Ftench and 
oth^r iilands in the Weft-Indies, and ordering 
thefe duties to be paid in fpecle into the £xche-» 
qqer of Great Britain. In the fame feiSon, a« 
nother bill was formed, to reftrain the currency 
of paperi'money in the Colonies. 

Thefe a^s excited the furprife and diiplea* 
fure of the North Americans. They fent warn 
and energetic remonfiiances to the Mothet* 
country, and laid every argument before the 
Miniftiy that ingenuity could fuggeft, but in 
vain. As they had hiiheno iurni{hed their 
contingent in men and money, by the authority 
of their Reprefentatives in the Colonial Aflem- 
blies, they aiferted, that, not beii^g xeprefented 
in the Britiih^ Parliament, it could have no right 
to tax them *— Findirg, however, that all tbeit 
arguments were ineffei^uHl to remove their 
grievances, they formed aflbciations to prevent 
the ufe of Britiih manufa^urcs, till they ihould 
obtain redrefs. 

The animofity of the ColonIRs, was farther 
increafed, by the advice which they received, 
that the British Miniftry had it in cnntempla- 
tion to eftablifli ftamp- duties in America, fimi-^ 
lar to tbofe in Great Britain. 

The General Affembly cf Virginia was tte 
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firft that 0f>eDly and formally declared agaiuft 
the right o£ Britain to lay taxes on America* 
Of this AfTembly Wafliington was a member ; 
be moft zealouily oppofed what he confidered 
an encioachment on the liberties of his country* 
men : and the example of this legiilative body 
yas followed by thofe of the other colonies. 

In June, 1765, the Affembly ofMaffachu- 
ifetts, from the convif^ion of the expediency of 
a Continental Congrefs, pafled a tefolution in 
foToar of that meafure, and fent circular let.- 
ters to the feveral Affembfies requeftlng their 
concurrence. Accordingly, a deputation from 
10 of the Colonies dl^at New- York, and this 
wa$ the fird Congrefs h^d in North America. 

In confequence of a petition fronT this Con- 
grefs to the King and both Houfes of Parlia- 
tnent, the (lamp a6b was repealed^ to the uni- 
verfkl joy of the Golonifts, and the general fa- 
tis^^ion of the EngliOi, whofe manufddtures 
Tiad fuffeted a confiderable depreffion, in con* 
fequence of the American a/Tociatio^is againft 
their importation. 

But, the Parliament, by repealing this obnox- 
Jous ad, did not relinquifh the idea of their 
right to tax the Colonies ; and the bill for lay* 
I ing a duty on tea, paper, painter's colours^ and 
glafsy was pafled, and fent to America, in 1768. 
This aA occaiioned new difconteuts in the CoU 



(.22 ) 

oniesy efpecially at Bodon ; and tho' ParliOf- 
ment thought proper, in 1770, to take off thoft 
iduties, except Sd. a pound on tea, yet even this 
trifling impoft kept alive the jealoufy of the 
Colonifts, who denied the fupremacy of the 
Britifh Legiflature. The troops quartered in 
Bofton was another cauie of offence to the in^ 
habitants, and, on all occafions, they naanifefted 
an inclination te quarrel with men whom they 
(cpnfidered inimical to their liberties. 

The<9Dimofity of the people of that Colony, 
againft their Governor, Hutchinfon, was in- 
creafed by the difcovery that he had written 
letters to people in power in England, which 
contained a mifreprefentation of the ftate of 
public affairs, and recommended coercive mea» 
fures, in order to fecure the obedience of the 
province. Thefe letters fell into the hands of 
Dr. Franklin, agent of the province, who trans* 
mitted them to Bofton. The Affembly paibd 
a petition to his Majefty, by a large majority, 
in which they deciai*ed their Governor and 
X«ieutenant-Govemor enemies to the Colonies, 
and prayed for their difoiiflion from office. 
This petition was not only rejedled, but declared 
to be groundlefs and fcandalous« 

About this time, Dr. Franklin was difmiiTed 
from the office of Deputy Poftmaft^-General 
(>f America, which he held under the Crown* 



( 23 ) 

Bat It was not merely by bis tranfmiffion of thtf 
letters above mentioned that he had oilended 
the Britifh Miniftry j he had written two piece?^ 
mfavottr of America, which excited the publid 
attention on both fides of the Atlantic. The 
one was entitled, ** An Edi<a from the King of 
Fruilia for taxing the inhabitants of Great 
•Britain, as defcendants of emigrant^ from his 
dominions ;" and the other, ** Rules for redu- 
cing a great Empire to a fmall one^" Thefe 
eflkys were both written with his peculiar fim- 
plicity of ftyle, and abounded with the moil 
poignant fatire. . ^ 

The difputes betweeh Great Britain and her 
Colonies had now exifted above ten years, with 
intei vals of tranquility. The refervation of the 
duty on tea, the ftationing a ftanding army in 
Maffachufetts, the continuance of a Board of 
Commiflioners in Bofton, and the appointing the 
Governors and Judges of the province, inde- 
pendent of the people, were the caufes of that 
irritation which pervaded all ranks of the com- 
munify. 

In the year 1773, the American controverfy 
was recommenced, in confequence of tea being 
fent to the' Colonies by the Eaft India Company* 
The Americans now perceived that the ta- was 
likely to be enforced, and were determined io 
oppofe the revctoue fy(l«ra of the Britifh Par-^ 
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liameflt. They confidered this attempt of the 
Bad India Company as an indiredl mode of 
taxation, and took meafares ta {Prevent the land' 
ing of th6 teas. One univerfal fpirrtbf oppofi- 
tion animated the Colonift? from New Hamp- 
fhire to Georgia. The province of Maffachtf • 
fetts diftinguiflied itfclf by the moft violent and 
decifive proceedings. Three flnps from Eng- 
land laden with tea, lay in the harbour of "Bp^" 
ton ; and the townsmen refolved to deftroy it 
rather than fuffer it to be landed. For this pur- 
pole a number of mendifguifed like Indians on 
the 18th of Dee. 1773, entered the fhips and 
threw overboard 342chefts of tea, being the 
whole of their cargoes* 

The Miniftry now refolved to enforce their 
authority, and as Bdfton had been the principal 
fcene of outrage, it was determined to punifk 
that town in an exemplary manner. On the 
25th of March 1774, an adt was paiTed called 
the Bofton Port Bill, " to difcontinue the land- 
ing, and difchargifig, lading, and (hipping of 
good^, .wares, and merchandizes at the town of 
Boftcn, or within the harbour." 

The news of this bill was received by the 
Boftonians with the moft extravagant tokens of 
refentment, and during the ferment their new 
governor. Gen. Cage, arrived from England. 
This gentleman had been appointed on account 
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of his being an oflfixer of reputation, and a man . 
efteemed by the Americans, among whom he 
had refided many years. The firft official a<ft 
of his govemnjent was the removal of the as- 
fembly to Salem, a town feventeen miles dift- 
ant. 

Yirginia agarn took the lead in a public a- 
Towal :>f its fentimenis. The firft day of June 
had been appointed for the Bofton Port AQ. to 
take place, and on that day the General AfTem- 
bly of Virginia enjoined a public fapj^lication 
to heaven. Theftileof this injun^Slion was re- 
markable ; the people were dirc<fted *♦ to be- 
fcech the Diety to give them one heart and one 
mind, firmly to oppofejevery invafion of the 
American Rights." The aiTcmbly of Virginia 
recommended alfo to the Golonies,^t0 appoint a 
Congrefs of Delegates to deliberate on the criti- 
cal fiate of their affairs. 

Meanwhile the Boftonians were not inactive. 
They framed an agreement, which they called 
a folemn League and Covenant, by which the 
fubfcribers engaged in the mofl religious man- 
ner, " to difcontinue all commercial intercourfe 
with Great Britain, afte* the expiration of the 
month of AuguQ, till the late obn<^xious ads 
were repealed, and the colony re-po{fefled of 
its charter." Refolutions of a fimilar nature 
were entered into by the jother provinces 5 and 

C 
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>fc^hen General Gage attempted to countera^ 
the covenant by a proclamation, the Americans 
retorted, by infilling, that the law allowed fub- 
JL*cls to aflbciate in order to obtain redress of 
their grievances. 

In the month of Sept. ITT^-, the General 
Congrefs of all the Colonies met at Philadelphia. 
That body confiftcd of fifty-one delegates, cho« 
fen by the rejirefentatives of each province. 

. The fir ft adi of the Continental Congiess, 
was their approbation of the condudl of thc^ 
Boftonians, and an exhortation to them to per- 
feveic in their oppofition to government, till 
ilie reftoration of their charter. — They avowed 
iheir allepance to his Majefty, and drew up a 
petition, in which they intreated him to grant 
I hem peace, liberty, and fafety. After feveral 
lelbiutions tending to promote unanimity in thtf 
provinces, and after having refolved that an- 
nother Congrefs fliould iVeet in Philadelphia on 
the 10th of May following, if their grievances 
fhould not be redrelTed, they recommended to 
the people tlie fpeedy nomination of new dele- 
gates, and then feparated. 

Meanwhile reinforcements of Britifli troops 
arrived at Bofton, which increafed the general 
dlfaffeiftion to fuch a degree,, that the people 
were ready* to rife at a moment's warning. The 
Colonifls now began ferioufly to prepare for 
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war : embodied and trained their militia ; and 
to render themfelves independant of foreigners 
for the fupply of military ftores, they ereftcd 
mills and tnanufadories, for gunpowder, both 
in Philadelphia and Virginia. 

Thefe hoftile preparations induced General 
Gage to fortify the neck of land which joins tMe 
town of Bofton to the continent. But tho' tWs 
meafuYe of fecurity was juftifiable on the prin- 
ciple of felf defence, the Americans remonftrat- 
ed againft it with the greateft vehemence.' ■ . 
Indead of paying any attention to thefe invedH- 
Yes, the General feized the provincial ammuni- 
tion tand military ftores at Canribridge and 
Charlestown. This a<a of hoftility excited the 
popular rage to fuch a degree, that it was with 
the utmoft clifiiculty the inhabitants of Mafla- 
chufetts could be refi:rained frem marching to 
Bofton to attack the troops. 

It was now evident, that the enfuing fpring 
would be. the commencement of a war of which 
even the mod refoiute dreaded the confequenccs. 
The utmoft diligence, however, was ufed by 
the colonifts to be provided againft any attack 
of the BritiOi army. A lift gf men able to 
bear arms was made out in each province; and 
the affeniblies were animated with the moft live- 
ly hopes on finding that two-thirds of the men 
who had ferved in the former war, were alive, 
and zealous in the caufe. 
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Wafliington was among the moft a^ire m 
Tailing troops. His well known intrefpidity aud 
generofuy obtained him a numerous corps of 
volunteers ; he was appointed their commander, 
and foon perfeded their difcipline. He had al- 
fo been elefted a delegate from Virginia to the 
General Congrefs, and exerted all his influence 
to encourage a decifive oppoiition to Britifh tax- 
ation. 

The awful moment now approached which 
was to involve Great Britain and her colonies 
in all the horrors of a civil war. In February, 
1775 the Provincial Congrefs of Maflachufetts 
met at Cambridge. Several military in ftitutions 
for the proteftion of the province were enaded; 
among the remarkable of which was the minute- 
men. A number of the moft a6tive and expert 
of the New England militia were feleded, who 
were obliged :o hold tjiemfelves in readinefs to 
obey the firft fummons of their officers ; and in- 
deed their fubfequent vigilance and intrepidity, 
fully entitled them to the above mentioned ap- 
pellation. 

We pafs over the battles of Lexington and 
Bunker's-hill and come to the fubjeft of our pre- 
fent memoir. Wafhington who was a delegate 
to Congrefs, from Virginia^ was by their unani- 
mous vote, appointed General in chief of all the 
Americaxi forces. They alfo voted him as am- 
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pie a fdlaiy as was in their power to beftow. — 
but he genc^foudy deeltned all pecuniary emolu- 
ments. — His reply to the Frefident of Congrefs," 
on his nomination to the fupreme command of 
the army, was in the following words : 
" Mr. Presisent, 

** Thoiigh I am truely fenfible of the high 
honour done me in this appointment, yet I feel 
great diftrefs from a confcioufnefs that my abil- 
ities and military experience may not be equal 
to the extenfive and important truft ; however 
as. the Congrefs defire it, I will enter upon the 
momentous duty, and eiert every power I pof- 
iefs in their fervice, and for fupport of the glo- 
rtous caufe. 1 beg they will accept my moft 
cordial thanks for this diftinguiihed teftimony of 
their approbation. 

" But left fome unlucky event Ihould happen 
tmfavorable to my 'reputation. I beg it may b« 
remembered by every gentleman in the room, 
that I this day declare, with the utmoft finceri- 
ty, 1 do not think myfelf equal to the com- 
mand I am honored with. 

** As. to my pay, I beg leave to afTure the 
Congrefs, that, as no pecuniary c on fi deration 
could have tempted me to accept this arduous 
employment, at the expence of my domeftic 
peace and happinefs, I do not with to make 
any proHt from it. I will keep an exa^ ac- 
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count of my •xpenccs^-.thofe, I doubt not, tihey 
will difcharge, and this is all I defxrt,'* 

THis fpecck is a proof of that difinterefted- 
nefs and modeftjr which were the dtftinguiihiog 
^chiraftwiftics of Wafliingtoa's miad. In pri- 
vate life he was hofpiuble and friendly.--^ 
Thefe focial virtoesy together withJiis tried Ta* 
lour, made him tmty eftimable in the eyes of his 
couRtryment His eleftion to the fupreme com^^ 
mand was attended by no competitien^<— every 
member of Congrefs were convinced of his in- 
tegrity^ an4 chofe him as the man bed qualifi- 
ed to raife their ei^pedations and fix their coaft« 
dence. 

The appointment of WaihingtonvTas attend- 
ed with other promotions, natnely, four major* 
generals, one adjutant generalj and eight bri- 
gadier-generals. 

On the day following^ a fpecial commi£^n 
was prefented to Walhipgtoh by Congrefs. At 
the fame- time, they refolved unanimoufly in a 
full meetmg, ** That they would maintain and 
affift him, and adhere to him with their lives 
and fortunes, in the paufe of American liber- 
ty.'' In their inftrudionst they authorifed him 
<* to order and difpofe of the army under his 
command as might be moft advantageous for 
obtaining the end for which it had been raifed, 
n^aking ijt his fpecial caxe* in difchar|;e of th<» 
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pttLt Cfuft committed to him, that the liberties 
of America received no detriment." 

Waihiogton's diffidence on the acceptance 
of his commifSon.was extremely natural. His 
compreheniive mind anticipated the numerous 
difficulties which mud attend his ppploTmenty 
and he would gladly have preferred the plea- 
fuies of a rural life to all the **^ pride^ pomp, 
and circumftance of a glorious war.*' 

His taking the command of the American 
army was therefore a ftrong exertion of felf- 
denial to an unambitious man, who enjoyed all 
the' real bleffin^s of life in the bofom of inde- 
pendence. Let us, for a moment, turn>Dur at- 
tention to his private afiairs, and we will be- 
hold him blelt with the rational pleafures of a 
philofophical retiiement, with his table over- 
fpread with plenty, and hi$ pillow fmothed by 
the hand pf conjugal love. Could man defire 
more ? — Was not this the fummit of human 
bappinefs f But now, when the Voice of his 
country demands his aid, he takes the %ld, in 
her defence, withSHial attachment. ' ^ 

In the beginning of July, Wafliington fet 
out for the camp at Cambridge, in order to af« 
fume the command of the army^ On his way 
thither, he was treated with every demonltra** 
tion of refped, efcorted by detachments of gen- 
UiemeT) who ha^d formed volunteer airoctation$i 
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and honored with public addiefTes of cemgratu- 
latlon from the provincial C^ngrefs of New- 
York and MafTachufetts. 

In anfwer to thefe addreffes, Wafhington, 
after declaring his high fenfe of the regard 
{he^^ hitft* addedy " Be affured, that every 
exertion of my worthy colleagues and myfelf 
will^ extended to the re-eftabliftiment of peace 
and harmony between the'raother-countiiy and 
thefe colonies. As to the fatal, but neceffary 
operations of war, when we aflumed the fol- 
dier, we did not lay afide the citizen ; and we 
fhall moft fincerely rejoice with you in the hap- 
py hour, when the re-eftablifhment of Ameri- 
can liberty, on the nwft firm and folid founda- 
tions, (hall enable us to return to our private 
ftations, in the bofom of a free, peaceful, and 
happy country." 

On'his arrival at the camp, he was received 
with the joyful acclamations of the Ameriean 
army. He found the Britifh troops entrench- 
ed on Bunker's-Hill, and defended by three 
floating batteries in Myftic river, while the 
Americans were entrenched on Winter-Hill, 
Profpadt-Hrll, and Roxbury, with a commu- 
nication, by imall pofts, over an extent of ten 
miles. As the provincial foldiers haJ repaired 
to the camp in their ordinal y clothing, the 
hunting fhirt was adoptM for th« fake of uni- 
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formity. Wafliington found a large body of ■ 
men, indifferently dtfciplined, and but badly 
provided with arms and ammunition. Befides, 
they had neither ingineers, nor fiifficient tools 
for the eredion of fortifications. He alfo found 
uncoriimon diiKculties in the organization of 
his army. Enterprifing leaders had diftin- 
guiflied themfelves at the commencement of 
hoftilities, and their followers, from attach- 
ment, were not willing to be commanded by 
officers who, tho' appointed by Congrefs, were 
ftrangers to them. To fubjed the licentioiif- . 
hefs of freemen to thie control of military ^ifci- 
pline, was both an arduouis and delicate tafk. 
Howevei, the genius of Waftilngton triumph- 
ed over all difficulties. In his letter to Mon- 
grels, after he had reviewed the troops, he fays, 
" I find here excellent materials for an army — 
able body-men, of undoubted courage, and zea- 
lous in the caufe. In the fame letter, he com- 
plains of the want of ammunition, camp-equi- 
page, and many other requifites of an army. 

Waihington, at the head of his troops, pub- 
lifiied a declaration, previoufly drawn up by 
Congrefs, expreffive of their motives for taking 
up arms. It was written in energetic language, 
and contained the following remarkable paflk- 
ges: 

" Were it poffible for men, who exercife their 
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4Bt(fon, to believe that the Divine Author of 
ourtxiftence intended a part of the- human race 
to hold an abfolute property in, and unboanded 
power over others, marked out by his infinite 
goodneA and wifdom as the objects of a legal 
domination, never rightfully refiftable, how- 
ever fcvere and oppreiSve, the inhabitants of 
thefe Colonies might, at lead, require from 
the Parliament of Great ^ritian fome evidence, 
that this dreadful authority over them has been 
granted to that body. But a reverence for our 
great CS?ator, principles of humanity, and the 
dilates of common fenfe, muft convince all 
thofe who rfefledl upon the fubje^, that govern- 
ment was inflituted to promote the welfare of 
mankind, and pu^ht to be adminiftered for dhe 
attainment of that end. 

" The Ligislature of great Britain, however, 
ftimulated by an inordiatepafiion for power, not 
only unjuftifiable, but which they know to be 
peculiarly reprobated by the Conftitution of 
that kingdom, and defpairing of fnccefs in any 
mode of conteR where regard (hould be had to 
truth, law, or right, have at length, deferting 
thofe, attempted to eflped their cruel and impoli- 
tic purpofe of enflaving tljefe Colonies by vio- 
lence, and have thereby rendered itneceflary 
for us to clofe with their laft appeal from Rea- 
fon to Arms. Yet, however blinded that at 
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fcmbly may be, by their intemperate lage for 
unlimited domination, lb to flight judice and 
the opinion of mankind, we efteem ourfelvjes 
bound by obligations of refpeift to the red of the 
world, to make known tke juidice of our caiife.'^ 

This bold and explicit manifeflo was dated 
at Philadelphia, the 6th of July, 1775, and 
fnbfciibed by John Hancock, Prefident of Con- 
grefs, and Charles Thomfon, Secretai y. 

A general fpirit of unanimity pervaded the 
colonies at this momentous period. Men of all 
ranks and ages were animated with martial at> 
dour, even religious prejudices were overcome 
by patriotic enthu(iafm. Severa) young meii of 
the Quaker perfuafion joined the military afToci- 
ations ; and the number of men in arms through- 
out the colonies was very confiderable. 

Notwithllanding thefe warlike preparations, 
die Americans unantmoufly proteded tliat they 
took up arms onlj to obtain a redrefs of griev- 
ances ; and that a feparation from the parent 
ftate was an obje<5l foreign to their willies. — 
The' rancour, however, that accompanies a civ- 
il war, Was produ(flive of mutual reproaches, 
and the flighted proof often was keenly felt as 
proceeding from thofe who were once friends. 

.An indance of this nature happened at Bof- 
ton, while inveded by the provincial army, and 
produced the memorable correfpondence be- 
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tween the refpe<a:ive commanders. The lafl 
letter, written by General Waftiington to Gen- 
eral Gage, exhibited a lively portrait of his cha- 
radierand piincipJes as well as thofe of his coun- 
try men. — It contained the following ftriking- 
paflages : 

" Whether Britifli or American mercy, for- 
titude and patience, are moft pre-eminent ; 
whether our virtuoini citizens, whom the hand 
of tyranny has forced into arms to defend their 
property and freedom, or the marcenary and 
lawlefs inftruments of domination, avarice, re- 
venge, beft deferve the appellation of rebels, 
and the pntiifhrnent of that cord, which your 
affe<3ed clemency has foreborne to inflid) ; whe- 
ther the authority under which I adU is usurp- 
ed, or founded upon the principles of liberty ;. 
fuch confideratidns are altogether foreign to 
the fubiedt of our correfpondence — I purpofely^ 
avoid 2ul political difquifuion ; n«i fliall I avail 
myfelf of thofe advantages, which the facfed 
caufe of my country, of liberty and human na- 
ture give me oyer you ^ much lefs (hall I ftoop 
to retort any invedtive, 

" You affed Sir, to defpife all rank not de- 
rived from the fame fource with your own. I 
cannot conceive one more honourable than that 
which flows from the uncorrupted choice of a 
brave and free People, the purefl fource and 
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Gtiginal fountain of all power. Far from thintt«> 
Ing it a plea for cruelty, a mind of true magna- 
tiiroity, and enlarged ideas, would comprehend 
and refpeft it*** 

This celebrated letter was by the Americans 
teprefented as the moft perfe<a model of the ftyle 
becoming the Commander in Chief, and the oc<^ 
caiion to which it was adapted ; nay, it was 
commended in different parts of Eur ope, and 
even in England, as the moil proper anfwer he 
could make. 

In September, General Gage failed for Eng- 
land ; and the command of the Britifh army 
devolved on General Howe. 

Meanwhile, the army under WaQiington 
continued the blockade of Bofton foclofely, as 
to prevent all intercourfe between that town and 
Country^ The provincial force was formed in- 
to three grand divifions, of which General Ward 
commanded the right wirr, General Lee the 
left, the centre was commanded by Waftilngton. 
The army was arranged by General Gates, by 
wkofe exertions military difcipline was gradual- 
ly and fuccefsfiiUy introduced : the officers and 
privates were taught theneceflity of a due fubor- 
dtnation, and became expert in the diiSerent 
flsanoeuvres that conftitute the regularity of an 
army. 

On«iofuperat>le obftacle to ihe provincial 
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army*^5 arriving at perfed difcipline - was tlTtc 
fliortnefs of the time for which the men had 
been enliiled. It had been limited to fix months* 
and no part of the troops were engaged longer 
than the 1st of Jan, 1776» To prevent the En- 
glifh General from taking advantage of this cir-^ 
curiiilance, Waihington was obliged occafion- 
ally to call in the militia wh6a the diftanded 
men left the camp, in order that the works 
fliould be properly defended. 

Ticonderoga had been taken by Colonel Ar- 
nold on the 10th of May. This important for- 
trefs is fituated on a promontary, formed at the 
junflion of Lake George and Lake Champlaiit 
and confequently it is the key of communication^ 
between New York and Canada. Arnold, flufh- 
ed with fuccefs, wrote a letter to Congrefs, in 
which he offered to reduce the whole province 
of Canada with 2000 men. From the impetu- 
ofity of his difpofition, he advifed the adoption 
of an oiF<?nfive <war, but as Congrefs did not 
wifti to widen the breach between Great Britain 
and the Colonies, and an accommodation was 
theii wifli, they defei.'sd the invafion of Cana- 
da. 

Sir Guy Carleton, the governor of that pro- 
vince, planned a fcheme for the recovery of 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point, another foit ta- 
ken by the Americani. He bad been invefted 
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With full powers to embody the Canadians^ and 
inarch them againft the enemy ; however they 
were very unwilling to engage in the conteft, 
but he hoped on the arrival of reinforcements^ to 
compel them to aft. Meantime he had coll^^- 
t ed a numerous body of Indians ; his troops 
though few, were well difciplined, and the Uni- 
ted Colonies had reafon to dread a man of his 
intrepidity and abilities. 

When Congrefs were informed of these ex- 
ertions in Canada, they thought it expedient to 
make a vigorous attack upon that province, in 
order to prevent the invafion of their north - 
weftem frontier. In confequence of this detet- 
mination, an army of 3000 men under the com- 
mands of Generals Schuyler and Montgomery, 
were fent to efiFedt the coaqueft of Canada — 
They proceeded to Lake Champlain, and thence 
by water to St. John's the firft Britifh pod in 
Canada. The Americans landed and befieged 
the fortrefs, which was bravely defended by the 
garrifon under Major Prefton. Illnefs obliged 
General Schuyler to retire to Albany, and the 
fole command of the troops devolved oh Mont^ 
gomery, who profecuted the fiege with fuch vi- 
gour, that in a few days he became mafter of 
the place. After the reduction of St. John's, 
Montgomery advanced to Montreal with his 
vidorious army. Ob his approach to that town. 



( *o ) 

the . few Brttifli forces which compofed the gar. 
rifon, repaired for fafety on board the (hipping, 
in hopes of efcaping down the river, but they 
were prevented by a body of continental troops 
under the command of Colonel Eafton, who 
was Rationed at the point of Sorel river. — Gen* 
cral Frefcot with feveral officers, and 120 pri* 
vates furrendered themfelves prifoners on terms 
of capitulation ; and the American General, af* 
ter leaving a garrifon in Montreal, adv£lnced 
with a rapid march towards the capital of Can* 
ada. 

While Montgomery was thus purfuing tho 
career of victory, the province of Canada was 
invaded in another quarter by an enemy no lefs 
enterprifing -and intrepid than himfelf, A det 
tachmentof 1000 men was fentby Gen. Waih« 
ington, irom. the American army at Cami> 
bridge. This expedition was condudied by CoU 
onel Arnold* who led his troops by an unexplo-p 
red route thro* the wildemefs. The difficulties 
encountered by this detachment during 31 days, 
were almofl: infurmountable. They proceeded 
in boats by the river Kennebeck, and were obli- 
ged to work upwards againft its impetuous eur^ 
rent. After fuffiering various hardffiips, and 
lofing above l-3d of his men, by flcknefs and de- 
iertion, Colonel Arnold arrived at the inhabited 
part of Canada> after a march of 6 weeks;* 



( *1 ) 

The appearance of -Colonel Arnold before 
Quebec threw the inhabitants into the greaieft 
conftemation ; but, as in his inarch it had been 
impoflible to bring any cannon, he could only 
ieize the avenues that led to the city, ia order to 
cut ofpfupplies and provi (ions, and await the ar* 
rival of the troops under Montgomery. 

On the Sth of December, 1775, Montgomery 
arrived in fight of Quebec. He fummoned it in. 
due form, but the garrifon fired at his B%g of 
truce, and refafed to admit his meifage. As 
the depth of winter approached, he was convin- 
ced of the neccffity of either raifing the fiege, or 
taking the city by efcalade. 

General Carletonmade fuch exertions as evin- 
ced the moO: determined refiftai^ce, and his exf 
ample animated the courage of the garrifon. 
The town was remarkably llrong both by nature 
and art, and the number of the befiegers was in^^ 
confiderable ; befides the vigilance of the Gov- 
ernor was fuch, that every part was guarded with 
the greateft circumfpedtion. 

Montgomery, on the other hand, pofTeffed all 
thofe romantic ideas of ipilitary glory which 
prevailed in the days of chivalry ; and this love 
of enterprize was cherifhed by an intrepidity 
which made him overlook all perils ; he was 
confcious that his troops would follow with alacr 
tiiy wherever he Ihould lead, and he determined 
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to take the city by ftorm, orpetifhin the attempt* 
On the 31ft of December, 1775, he advanced 
to the attack by break of day.^ In order to incite 
emulation among the Provincial troops, there 
were two attacks, one by the New-England-men 
headed by Arnold,** and the other by the New- 
York-men, whom the General led in perfon. 

The way thro' which Montgomery and his 
patty had to pafs was narrow, and as he knew 
the moft defperate exertiout of valour would be 
required, he had Me&ed a number of his moft 
refolute men for this enterprize. He advanced 
amid a heavy ihower of fnow, and, having feized 
the firft hairier, he ruihed forward at the head 
of his party, ;'nd haftened to clofe in upon th& 
enemy. The fecond barrier, which led diredlly 
to the gates of the lower town, was defended by 
a ftrong body of the garrifon, who were pofted 
there with ^veral pieces of cannon ready load* 
ed — Montgomery advanced, with a rapid move- 
meat, and was received with a volley of mufk- 
etry and grape- (hot, that, inaninftant, killed 
and wounded almoft the whole of his party. He 
fell himfelf, v,^ith his pri.icipal officers. The 
troops were fo difconcerted by -the lofs of their 
General, that they retreated. In the mean time. 
Colonel Arnold was engaged in a furious affault 
on the oppofite fide of the town. He attacked 
and carried a banier defended with cannon, but 
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this fuccefs was attended with a great lofs of 
men, and he received a wound himfelf, which 
made it neceflary to carry him off the field ot 
battle. The officers on whom the command 
devolved continued the alTault, and took poiTei^ 
iionjof another barrier; but, the befieiged, who 
now perceived the inconAderable numbed of 
the afTailantSy Tallied from a gate that opened 
towards their rear, and attacked them in turn. 
The Piovincials were now hemmed in from all 
pofUbilitj of a retreat, and expofed to a tremen- 
dous fire from the walls ; yet, in this dreadful 
fituation, they maintained the conteil 3 hours 
before they furrendered. 

Tho' this expedition had failed in the great 
obje^y yet it eftedtually prevented any invafion 
from that quarter, a circumfiance.thatl\ad been 
^prehended by Congrefs. 

The fouthern provinces now became involved 
in the conteft, efpecialiy Virginia, where the dif- 
putes of the governor, Lord Dunmore, with the 
Affembly, after repeated aggravations on both 
fides, terminated in open hoftilities. He had 
retired from William (burg to Norfolk, where he 
was joined by aconfiderabie number of loyaliftsj 
but, after feveral (kirmifiies, he was oblicccd to 
retire to the (hipping that lay in the river adii- 
cent to the town. As it was now in the polief- 
fionof the Americans^ they not only refufod t« 
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fupply the people on board with piovifions, but 
annoyed them by a number of riflemen, who 
were placed in houfes near the fhtps, and who 
inhumanly aimed at, and killed feveral perfons 
onboatd. Exafperated at their condudt, Lord 
Dunmore ordered a party' to land under cover 
of a man of war, and fet fire to the town. Thus 
Norfolk was reduced to aihes, and the lofs was- 
eftimated at 300,000/, 

Meantime, the Governors of the two Carolina^ 
were expelled by the people, and obliged to take 
refuge on board the Britifh men of war. 

Thus at the conclufion of the year 1775, the 
whole of the Britifh Colonies, except the town 
of Bofton were united againft the Motber-coun-» 
try. 

The Britifli troops at Bofton had endured a 
tedious blockade with their chara^beriftic forti* 
tude. All communication with the country 
was prevented, and the garrifon fufFered-many 
inconveniences from the want of neceffaries. 
They felt the.feverities of a winter campaign iix 
a rigorous climate, efpecially thofewho were fta- 
tioned at BunkerVHill, where they lay expofed 
to winds and fnows almofl intolerable to a Brit* 
ifh conftitution. 

The Protincials, in the mean time, were well 
fupplied with neceflaries in their encampment 
before BoKon. Here Wafliington prefided, and^ 
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hj his prudent regulations, the troops had all the 
comforts of good tents, bedding, and fre(h provis- 
ions. 

An intcnfe froft ufually begins throughout New 
England about the latter end of December, when 
the harbour of Boston, and all the rivers in the 
environs of that town, are generally frozen to a 
depth of ice sufficient to bear a great weight. 
Washington proposed to take possession not only 
of the town, but also to take or destroy all the 
shipping in the harbour, and by this decisive en<i 
terprize? put a conclusion to all the hopes of Great 
Britain in this quarter. His troops were eager 
to distinguish themselves by this achievment, 
and, if requisite, a greater force could soon be 
collected to second their efforts. This winter, 
however, was unusually mild, and, by preventing 
the operations of the Proviircials, both they and 
the garrison were obliged to remain inactive. 

In the mean time, Mr. Penn, who had bro't o- 
verthe last petition from Congress, was exaAiined 
at the bar of the House of Lords. This gentle* 
man had been Governor of Pennsylvania, he was 
personally acquainted with most of the members 
of Confess, and was qualified to give the most 
authentic information respecting the temper and 
inclinations of the Americans. It appeared from 
his testimonies, that the charge of aiming at In^ 
dependence, which had been imputed to Conr^ 
gress, was unfounded. They had been fairly e- 
}f cfed, were men of character and abilities, thg 
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Oolonies had the highest confidence in their in- 
tegrity, and were governed by their decisions. 

From his account, it appeared that Pennsylva- 
nia, alone, was able to raise 60,000 men, 20,000 
of whom had already enrolled themselves to serve 
without pay, and were armed and embodied before 
his departure fi*om the continent. Beside, they 
had, in imitation of the Colony of A^ssachusetts, 
instituted a corps of minute-men, amounting to 
5000. 

After a tedious debate in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, the pctititJon of Congress was rejected, all 
attempts to reconciliation were suspended, the 
standard of defiance seemed now to be raised, and 
both parties appeared determined to make the 
last appeal to arms. 

When the news of this Fcjection of the Amer- 
ican petition reached the camp before Boston, the 
troops expressed the greatest indif^nation. As 
Georgia had joined the confederacy, the Ameri- 
cans now changed their colours from a plain red 
ground, to 1 3 stripes, alternately red and white, 
to denote the number of the United Colonies. 

Washington exerted his skill and activity, in 
order to compel the British either to surrender or 
evacuate Boston before any succours could arrive 
from England. On the 3d of March, i 776, he 
opened a battery on the west side of the town, and 
bombarded it .f— This attack was supported by a 
tremendous cannonade ; and, on the oth, another 
battery was opened on the eastern shore. The 
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garrifbn su&tained this dreadful bombardinent 
with the greated fortitude ; rtlafted 1 4 days with- 
out intermiflion, when General Howe,' finding 
the place no longer tenable, ref(Jlved to embark 
for Halifax. 

The evacuation of Bofton was not interi-upted 
l>7 the Provincials, left the Britilh troops (hould 
fet it on fire. 

When the Ameiicans tookpof&ffion of Bof- 
ton, they found a multitude of valuable articles 
which were unavoidably left behind by the Brit- 
iQk army. The principal of thefe were artillery 
and ammunition ; — biit the moft valuable booty 
was a large quantity of woollens and linens, of 
which the Provincials ftood in the moft prfffing 
need. 

Wafhington now direfied hrs attention to the 
fortifications of Bofton. He employed a num- 
ber of foreign engineers to fuperintend the con- 
ftrudlion of new works, and fo eager were the 
people in the profecution of this bufinefs, that 
every effective man in the town, yrithout dif- 
tin^ion, devoted 2 days of the week to its com- 
pletfoti- 

As Waftiington was uncertain of the defti- 
Bation of the Britifii fleet and army which had 
left Bofton, and as New York lay expofed to 
any fudden attack, he detached feveral of his 
beft regiments, under Ger.ei al I^e, for the de- 
fence of that city. 
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Mean while, a fmall fleet, under the cotnttiatld 
of Sir Peter Parker, and a body of troops under 
Generals Cornwallis, Clinton, and Vaughan, 
failed for Charlefton, the capital of South-Caro- 
lina. After a violent, but unfuccefsful attack 
in which the fleet received confiderable damage 
the expedition was abandoned. 

On the 4th of July, 1776, the Reprefentatives 
of the United States of America, in Congrefs 
aflTembled, formally renounced all connexion 
with Great Britain, and declared themfelves in* 
dependent. They alfo publifhed a manifefto^ 
Rating a lift of grievances, which, notwithftand* 
ing their repeated petitions, remained unredref* 
fed. i^or thefe reafons, they determined on a 
final feparation from the Mother-country, and 
to hold the people of Great Britain as the reft 
of mankind, " enemies in war, in peace friendi».'' 
This celebrated declaration of Independence 
concluded as follows : 

** WE, the Reprefentatives of the United 
States of America, in general Congrefs affem- 
bled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the reiiitude of our intentions, do, in 
the name, and by the authority of the good peo- 
ple of the Colonies, f jlemnly publifh and de* 
clare, that the United Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, Free, and Independent States, and 
that they aie abfolved from all allegiance to thr 
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BritiiK Crown, and that aD political connexion 
between them and the State of Great Britain is 
and ought to be, totally di/Tolved ; and that, as 
Free and Independent States, they have full 
power to make war; conclude peace, ^ontraft 
alliances, eftablifh commerce, and to do all o- 
ther a^s and things which. Independent States 
may of right do. And for the fopport of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on tl . protec- 
tion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our 
{acred honour." 

This formal reniinciation of allegiance to ' 
Great Britain, was followed by thegreateft pie- 
parations for war throughout the United St * tes- 

Wafhington took every precaution for defen- 
five operations, byerefling forts, and ftationing 
troops at the mod vulnerable points- The na- 
ture of the country was peculiarly favourable to 
defence. New-England, cfpecially, prefented 
many natural barriers, condfling of hills and 
mountians, interfered by rivers, and interfper- 
fed with Woods and precipices — feveral defiles, 
fkirted by impenetrable forefts — while majes- 
tic rivers, flowing with impetuous currents, 
ieemed to preclude the invader. 

General Howe refolved to quit Halifax, and 
'proceed ' to New- York, where . he intended to 
wait for the reinforcements from England. He 
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failed about the middle of June, emd at the end 
of the month arrived at Sandy-Hook» a point of 
land which (lands at the entrance of a large bo<r 
dj of water, formed by the confluence of fereral 
rivers, and which is furrounded by New-Yorkr 
Staten, and Long-Tfland. 

About the middle of July, Lord Howe arri- 
ved with a fleet and army from England. He 
fent a circular letter to the Governors who had 
been diiplaced by. their refpedive provinces, in 
which he explained, thathc.wasimpowered, in 
conjanftion with his brother, to grant general 
cr particular pardons to all thofe who were wfl* 
ling to return to their allegiance to the King 
of Gieat Britain. Congrefs ordered this letter 
to be publiflied in alt the news^papers, in order 
that the people of Ameriea might know the 
terms on which they were to adl, viz. either 
unconditional fubmifHon, or a bold and man- 
ly reiiftance to defpotic power ; and, that thofe 
who relied on the juflice or moderation of the 
Bruiflik Minrftry, might be fully convinced, that 
they muft truffi to their own valour fof the pre- 
fervation of their liberties. 

Lord Howe next fent a letter to the Ameri- 
can Commander in Chief, but, as it was diieA- 
ed to " George Wafiiington, Esq." the Gene- 
ral refafed to receive it, as not diredted to him 
agreeably to \m ftationv His condudiv on thi» 
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oceafioiiy received the unanimous approbauoa 
of Congrefi.* 

To obviate this difficulty. Adjutant- General 
Paterfon was fent by General Howe with a let- 
ter direded to " George Walhington, &c. &c. 
^.'' He was politely received, and immediate* 
ly admitted to the prefence of the American 
General. The Adjutant exprefled much con- 
cern on account of the difficulties tliat had arif- 
en from the fuperfcription of the former letter, 
and hoped that the et cdwai would remove aU 
obdrudlion to an intercourfe between the Com 
miffioners and General Wafhingtcm.. To this 
he replied, *< that a letter written tib a perfon 
iBvefled with ft public charader fhould fpecify 
it, othetwife it could notbe diftinguiflied from 
a letter on private budnefs : true it was, the et 
ceteras implied every thing, but it was no leTs 
irue, that they implied any thing." 

The moft interefting part of the converfation 
was that refpedling the power of the Commif- 
fioaeis, whom the Adjutant faid, were ready 
to exert themfelves to the utmoft to effedl a re- 
conciliation. The General replied, that it did ^; 
not appear that thefe powers confifted in any \ 
more than granting pardons ; but as America 
had committed no o£Petice, (he afked no forgive- 
nefs, and was only defending her unqueftionable 
rights* 
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From this conference^ it was evident, that 
nothing but a decided fuperiority in the field 
could induce the Americans to relax the refo- 
lutions which they had taken with fo much de- 
liberation and folemnity. 

The firmnefs of Congrefs had infpired the pro- 
vincials with enthufiafnu That refolute body 
had declared America independant in the very 
face of the Britifli fleet and army, while the firfl: 
was cafting anchor in fight of New- York, and 
the reinforcements from England were making 
the fecond landing on Staten I (land. 

An attack upon Long- Ifland being determin- 
ed on by the Britifh commanders, the fleet cov-' 
ered the defcent of the army, which effeAed a 
landing without any oppofition, on the 22d of 
Auguft, 1776. General Putnam, with a large 
body of troops, lay encamped and flrongly for- 
tified, on a northern peninfula on the oppofite 
(hore with a range of hilU between the armies, 
the principal pafs of which was at a Tillage call- 
ed Flat Bufli. 

Large detachments of the American ^rray 
occupied the hills and pafles. The right of the 
Britifh army was commanded by General Clin- 
ton, Lord Percy, and Lord Cornwallis ; the 
centre, compofed of HefHans, under General 
Heifter, was pofled at Flat Bufh ; and the left 
under General Grant, was ftationed near the 
jka fhore. 
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Early in the tnorning of the 27th, the en- 
gagement was begun by the Heflians, and a 
heavy fire of cannon and mufquetry was con- 
tinued on both sides for several hours. One of 
the passes which lay at a distance, had been ne- 
glected by the Americans, which ^ve an oppor- 
tunity to the right division of the British army to 
pass the hills, and attack them in the rear. 

The Americans, when apprized of their dan- 
ger, retreated towards their camp, but they were 
intercepted, and driven back into the woods. — . 
Here they were met by the Hessians, and thus 
exposed to the fire of two parties. No way of 
escape now r'^mained? but by forcing their way 
thro* the ranks of the enemy, and thus regaininii 
their camp. This numbers of them effected, 
but by fdr the greater part were either killed or 
taken prisoners. 

Washington had crossed over from New-York 
in the height of the engagement, but he came 
too late to retrive the fortune of the dny. He 
had the mortification to see some of his best 
troops killed or taken, without being able to af- 
ford them any assistance, but he used his utmost 
exertions to save those that remained by a well 
conducted retreat. 

The victory wascomplete: the Americans lost 
upwards of 3000 men, including 2000 killed, and 
1000 taken prisoners, among whom were three 
generals — On the side of the Bridsh the loss in 
killed and wounded was only about 500. Among 
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ihe provincials that fell, a regimect from Mary- 
land was paiticularly regretted. It coivsisted 
wholly of young men of the best ^milies in that 
province. They behaved with the most admira- 
ble heroism : they were . every one killed or 
woundedi and thus perished in the bloom of 
youth. 

After this defeat, Washington did not think it 
expedient to risk another action against a numer- 
ous arihy of veterans, well provided with artiK 
lery , and elated with their recent victory. New- 
York required to be strcnghtened, and the emer- 
gency did not admit of a moment's delay ; for 
should the British fieet be able to station itself be<r 
tween the camp and that city, all would be in* 
evitably lost. 

In this extremity, Washingtrai exerted all his 
characteristic vigilance and ckcumspection. In 
the night of tfie 29th August,, favoured by dark- 
ness, and in the most profound silence, he con^ 
veyed his troops on b#ard the boats and landed 
them on t'he opposite shore. He also carried off 
as much .of their baggage^ military stores and ar- 
tillery, as the time would permit. This retreat 
was conducted with so much secrecy, that with 
the dawn, the British troops were surprised to 
see the rear guard of the American army in 
the boats and beyond the reach of danger. 

When Washington returned with the army to 
New-York, he ordered batteries to be erecied on 
pyery spot whence they could apnoy the ships of 
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•far» which were now i^ationed in that pan of tlie 
.iver which faces the city. 

The, i^en of war were continually engaged 
with those batteries some of which they bilenced, 
and enabled the British troops to pix)ceed up the 
river, to a bay about three miles distant. Here 
Jie troops landed under the cannon of the fleet, 
md marched directly towards the city, on which 
Washington retreated with his men to the north 
of York-Island. On this occasion, he lost a great 
part of his artillery and military stores, yet he 
engaged the British troops wherever he could 
m^e an advantageous stand. 

Washington bad been particularly careful to 
fortify the pass called King's bridge, and had 
chosen this position for his army with the great- 
est judgment. He could advance or retire at 
pleasui^» without any danger of being cut of!' in 
case of a defeat* Though he was determined 
not to risk a general engagement, yet in order 
to inure his troops to actual service, and ai the 
same time annoy the enemy, he employed them 
in continual skirmishes, in consequence of which 
they gradually became expert soldiers. 

It was now determined to force the Amciicans 
to a greater distance, lest others of their emis- 
saries should engage in an attempt to destroy 
the city. — Accordingly, General Howe left a 
sufficient garrison at New York, and embarked 
his army in flat bottommed boats, by which they 
ir^'ere conveyed thro* the dangerous passage call- 



( ^6 ) 

ed Hell-Gate and landied near the town of West 
Chester, on the continent. — After havbg fcesb 
reinforcements^ the Royal army made such^. 
movements as threatened to distress the Amttr 
ricans, by cutting of their supplies of provisions 
from Conneciicut, and thus foFce them to an en* 
gaj2;ement. 

Washington held a council of war vith hia 
officers, in which it was resolved to quit their 
present position and extend the, army in a loi^ . 
but a well secured line. This the general accom-t 
plished, by keeping the Brunx, a river of consid* 
erable depth, in front, between the two armies, 
with ttie North river on his rear. 

On the 28th of October, at break of day, thQ 
British troops divided into two columns> advai^- 
ced towards the White Plains, an extent of hi^ 
ground, fiiill of craggy hills and defiles. 

The Americans maintained then*. ground in 
front till noon, when they were attacked with 
such vigour by the British army, that they were 
compelled to retire to their intrenchments. 

During the night, Washington, ever intent 
on the defence and preservation of his army, 
ordered several additional works to be thrown up 
in front of the lines, in coiisequence of which the 
English general thought it imprudent to attack 
him till the arrival of reinforcements. 

On mature deliberation, however, Washing* 
ton thought it adviseable to retreat : his camp 
was broken up on the 1st of November, uud \iQ . 
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f retired, with his army, into a raountkinous coun- 
try, called the Township of New-(;astle. By 
these judicious movetnentsi he avoided a general 
action. His system was, to harrass the enemy, 
I and haUtuate his men to danger, so that, when 
I the emergency required it, they might be able 

to act with energy. 
[ When General Howe found that all hisat- 
temps to bring the enemy to an action were inef- 
1 factual, he turned his attention to the reduc- 
I tion of Forts Washington and Lee. A division 
of his army advanced to King's Bridge, from 
which the Americans withdrew into Fort Wash- 
ington, which Was immediately invested. This 
fort was situated on the western side of New- 
York island, in the vicinity of the city, and near- 
ly opposite to Fort Lee, which had been lately 
erected on the other side of the water, in the 
province of Jersey. Its chief strength was in its 
situation, it was defended by 3000 men, well 
mvpr Add with artillery. On the 1 6th of Novem- 
ber, ^his fort was attacked by the British army, 
in four divisions, and, after a resistance of some 
hours, the garrison was overpowered, and obli* 
£ed to surrender themselves prisoners of war. 

In order to obtain the full command of the 
North-River, it was also necessary to reduce 
Fort Lee. For this purpose, Lord Comwallis 
crossed the river, landed on Ihe Jersey shore, 
and marched with all possible expedition to sur- 
prize the garrison. Being apprized of his approach 
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they evacuated the fort, leaving all their artillery 
iind virarlike stores to the enemy. Thus both 
the Jerseys were laid open to the incursions of 
the British troops. They penetrated so far, that 
their winter-quarters extended from New-Bruns- 
wick to the river Delaware : and so great was 
,the consternation of the Americans, that, had 
the Britvh army found a sufficient number of 
boats to teiTy them over the Delaware, it is high- 
ly probable that Philadelphia would have fallen 
into their hands. 

Meanwhile, Sir Henry Clinton undertook an 
expedition to Rhode-Island, and became master 
of that province, without the loss of a man. The 
uiFairs of the Americans also woi can inauspicious 
aspect on theit* northern frontiers, where Gene- 
ral Arnold was defeated by General Carleton, and 
compelled to retire from Crown-Point to Ticon- 
deroga. 

The American army was now almost disband- 
ed. As tlie time for which the soldiers had en- 
listed was only a twelve^month, at the expiration 
of that period, having fulfilled their agreement* 
they returned home, in consequence of which» 
General Washington found his army decreased 
from S0,000 to 3,000 men. To assist the Com* 
mander in Chief as much as possible, General 
Lee had collected a body of forces in the North, 
but, on his way .Southward, having imprudently 
lodged at some distance from the troops, he was. 
made prisoner by a party of British light dra^oopsg^ 
who brought him to New "York. 
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The capture of General Lee was a heavy Ios» 
>o the Americaiis. His professional knovrledge 
vfas great both in the theory and practice of 
tactics ; he was full of activity, fertile in expe- 
dients, and of a most intrepid and enterprising 
usposition. 

Congress* now exerted themselves to retrieve 
tbcir losses, and to recruit their army- They 
were furnished with a just plea for altering theit 
Taode of enlisting men : they ordered a new 
army to be levied, of which the soldier shoulvl 
le bound to serve 3 years, or during the continu- 
ance of the war. The most liberal encourage- 
ment was to be given to rccruits^~<Twenty dol- 
lars was allowed to every soldier, as bounty, be- 
sides an allotment of lands, at the end of the war, 
Co all that served, and to the ^milies of those 
who should lose their lives in the service of their 
country. 

All the provinces exerted themselves in this 
season of universal danger, and hastened to send 
%%hatever reinforcements could be raised to their 
APmy that lay in the vicinity of Philadelphia. 

Exclusive of the dread of being exposed to a . 
victorious enemy, the Americans were particu- 
larly apprehensive of the Hessians, and other 
G^jrmans, who had, on every occasion, commit- 
ted the most barbarous outrages. Those fero- 
' sOus mercenaries appropriated every thing they 
:^uld lay theiv hands upon, and plundered a peo- 
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pie who not only detested but despised them for 
their meanness and rapacity. 

As the British troops lay cantoned on the banks^ 
of the Delaware, and only waited till the frost 
would enable them to cross it, the Americana 
thought it advisable to remove their Congress to 
Baltimore, in Maryland. Meanwhile, General 
Washington continued to watch over the safety 
of his country ; his mind was continually occupi- 
ed with new plans for the protection of hi belov- 
ed America ; and he beheld, with filial solicitude^ 
the dangers that threatened her liberties. 

The British army now occupied a chain of 
towns and villages throughout the heart of the 
Jerseys, and had extended their quarters to the 
banks of the Delaware. General Washington 
resolved to muke some attempts on those divi- 
sions of the enemy that lay nearest Philadelphia, 
and, if possible, relieve k from the danger ta 
which it was exposed. 

A corps of Medians lay at Trenton, another 
at Bordenton, some miles lower down^ and m 
third at Burlington^ These towns were on the 
opposite bank of the Delaware, and the last with- 
in 20 miles of Philadelphia. The Hessians^ 
from a confidence in their military superiority, 
became inattentive to the motions of the Ame^ 
ricans, and were wholly engaged with those '4- 
centious outrages that had rendered them odi* 
ous to all the inhabitants. 

Washington prepared to surprize the enemy 
in their quarters. Accordingly, he formed hi» 



anhfinto three ^visions— the first was to cre^s^ 
the Delaware at Trenton ferry — th€ second be- 
low Bordenton— i-and the thii^ he comifianded 
in person, accompanied by Generals Sullivan 
and Greene. This division consisted of 3000 of 
the best men in the American serrice, with a 
train of 20 field pieces. Or the 25th of Decern-' 
ber, Washington marched at the head of his di- 
viaioD, to a ferry some miles above Trenton^ 
'wkh an intention to pass it at midnight, whicb 
would enable him to arrive at Trenton with the 
dawn. 

It is impossible to contemplate the progress 
of this little army of patriots without emotion. 
As they march in solemn silence, without one 
friendly ,ray to guide their footsteps, what must 
be their sensations ? On the suocass of their en- 
terprise de[)ends the freedom and happiness ef 
innumerable millions yet unborn-M}n its failure 
uwaits every evil that can ajrpal the heart. The 
>iituous matron — the innocent child — the chaste 
virgin, all depend for protection on this heroic 
band. As tliey proceed, their bosoms throb 
with anxiety, while all the ardour of the soldier 
arises'to overcome apprehension ; neither the ri» 
f;;our of a winter's night, nor the certainity of pe- 
nis they must face can deter them from their 
purpose. Their leader, who, like an eagle dri- 
Ten fmm her nest, still hovers about its young, 
what are his thoughts I — his noble heart forbo- 
des. success, he iuticipates victory;, and^ whil« 
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He feels the glow of heroism, his fcrtitudcJ w 
prepared to brave eveii defeat itself. 
(d In consequence of the delay occasioned by the 
difficulty in breaking the ice, it was four o'clock 
in tlie morning betbre Washington Could land 
hU troops, with their artillery on the Jersey 
^hot^. He therf formed his men into t#o grand 
divisions ; one of which he ordered to proceed 
by the lower road, and he led the other by the 
upper road to Trenton.' Though it was now 
tight .oVIocjC, the enemy did not discover thei, 
approach of the Aipericans tiH thfey were'attack-^ 
Od by Washington's division, and in thrc6 minu- 
tes af.Lrwards the lower part Of the town was 
assailed by the other detachm'en't. Colonel Ral*" 
!e, who cum'manded the Hessians, made every 
effort that could be expected from a brave vet- 
eran ; but he was mortally wounded, his troops 
wei*e completely surrounded, and to th6 number 
df 10(50 men laid down their arms. 

This victoiy may be considered as ot^ of the 
ifiost fortunate Events t)iat befei the Americans 
uuring the war. Religious individualsatitribm- 
c?d this success to the interposition of Divine Pro- 
vidence, that had suffered America to be ,redu- 
<;ed to the extrem'e of distress, in Arder to teach 
them not to place their reliance on theicown 
strength, but to look to an Omnipotent Power 
lor protection. 

Washington repassed the Delaware, and his 
return, to Philadcl|7hiar with such' a considerable 
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number of prisoners) was bpth pleasing and udt 
expected. To surprize a body of veterans, and 
defeat them in their own quarters, was an at^ 
chievipeQt that ^xcited the liveliest emotions of 
admiratipn in ihp breasts of the Americans. 
They were now emulous to second the effortji 
ef a General who had so nobly effected their def 
fence ; men of energy and influence were dis* 
patched in ail directions to rouze the militia, and 
abput. 1500 of the American troops, whose en-f 
gagement was nearly expired, agreed tq serve 
six w^k^ longer for a gratuity often dolkrs U] 
each. 

When th^ |iessian prisoners were secured, 
Washington aga|n crps»sd the Delaware, and 
took possession of Trenton. Several detach^ 
ments of the British assembled at Princeton^ 
where they were joined by the army frotn Brunsr 
wick, commanded by Lord Cornwallis. This 
general now marched to Trenton, and attacked 
the Americans on the 2d of January, 1777, at 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. The vanguard of the 
Ajneqcs^s was compelled to retreat, but the 
pursuing pni^my was checked by some fieldpieces 
which were posted on the oppositfs bank of San- 
pink Creek. Thus two armies, on which the- 
success or failure of the American Revolution 
depended, were crowded into the village of Tren- 
ton, and only separated by a creek in many places 
fo^^le. The British army discontinued their 
operations, and lay en their arms in readiness to 
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4»ake another attack next moniiQg.^-MeaB- 
vhile Washington ordered the baggage to be si- 
lently removed, and havipg left Qres and patroles 
in his camp to deceive the enemy, he led his 
army f;luring the obscurity of the night, and by 
a circfutious route reached Princeton. 

Washington had held a council of war with 
his officers, in which this movement had been 
determined on, as the most likely way to pre- 
jserve the city of Philadelphia from being cap- 
tured by the British array. He reached Prince- 
ton early in the morning, and would have surr 
jx>unded three regiments of British Infentry that 
M^ere stationed there, had not a detachment that 
was marching to Trenton descried his troops, 
and dispatc))ed couriers to alarm their fellow 
soldiers. 

On their approach to Princeton, the centre of 
,tbe Americans wa^ charged by a party of the 
British troops, and coi^pelled to retreat. In this 
emergency, Washington rgde forward ; he plac- 
ed himself between his flying ttoops and the 
ienemy. The Americans encouraged by his 
^Khortatiofis and example, rallied and attacked 
the ^rit|ish in turn ; and tho' Washington wa^ 
lor soflfie moments between two fires, he provi- 
dentially escaped without a wound. During this 
contest, the Bri^sh troops displayed the most 
invincible valour. Qpe of the three reg^ment^ 
xonimanded by Colonel Mawhood, undismayed 
fl»y the superiority of tfte Americans in point of 
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Aumbers charged them with their bayonets, fon> 
.^d their way through their ranks, and marched 
forward to Maidenhead ; the other two regi- 
ments retired -in .excellent order, and retreated 
to Brunswick. 

The British General was so much disconcerted 
&t these unexpected manoeuvres of Washington, 
that he evacuated Trenton, and retired with \m 
irhole force to Brunswick I 

Thus, in the space of a n^onth, all that part of 
.the. Jerseys which lies between Brunswick and 
X)elawaret was over-run by- .the British troops, 
^d recovered by the Amecicans. Washington 
stationed troops in all the important places which 
he had regained, and the campaign of I7f 6 cloi*- 
cd with few advantages to the British army, ex^ 
icept the acquisition of New- York. 

During these hostile operations, both anu-ies 
had suffered great hardships. Many of the AmC" 
rican soldiers ^re destitute of shoes, and their 
naked feet wercoften wounded by the inequali- 
ties of the froMn ground, insomuch that their 
footsteps were marked with blood. Their Clotlv- 
ing was too slight for the rigorous season ; there 
was scarcely a tent in .the wlwle army, y«t so 
enthusiastically were they attached to their gen- 
eral that they underwent those hardships with- 
out repiningi Washington merited this gene- 
rous confidence ; his benignity to his troops, tfic 
cheerfulness with which he participated their iu- 
iCCMiveniences and dangers, andthebMsroism which 
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he displa;^d in the heat of action, con)Tnand<^4 
their veneration. In the actions at Trentoii and 
Princeton^ he united the stratagem of Hannibal 
■with the intrepidity of Caesar ; tvhile his success 
animated the hopes, and roused the energies of 
^he friends of American Independence. 

Tho' vested' \vith extraordinary powers to raise 
iroops, he found it very difficult to keep those 
he had together. A few were influenced, by 
the persuasions of theiir officers, to* remain and 
defend the common cause, but the major part of 
the army '^yere induced to serve by their attach* 
ment to their general. Indeed, the high esdrtia- 
tion in which te was hield by his country-menj 
•was of the greatest efficacy pn many occasions, 
and now it absolutely prevented the troops frpm 
clis1>ahding themselyes. ' 

The recruits suppHed by tlie several provinces 
fell short of the inlended number ; yet M-hile tbe 
British troops were detained at N. York, Wash*? 
ington received numerous reinforcements. He 
now moved from his winter encampment at Mor- 
ristown, to the high lands about Middle* Prook, in 
the vicinity of Brunswick. In this strong pbs^ion 
he thiew up works along the front of his lines^ 
but his principal advantage was the difficulty to 
approach his camp, the ground being so judicious* 
)y occupied as to expose an enemy to every kind 
of danger in an attack. On the one side he co- 
vered the Jerseys, and on the other he observed 
the motions ef the Briush army at Brunswicjk. 
of which he commanded a full prospect. 
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.Many stratagems were employed 1^ the Brit^ 
jsh General to draw Washington from his strong: 
situation, but without effect, so that it was found 
necessary t6 make an attempt pn Philadelphia 
by sea. 

On the 23d of July, the British fleet sailed froni 
Sandy Hook, with' 36 battalions of British and 
Hessian infantry, a regiment of light dragoons, 
aiid a corps of American Loyalists on board. Af-^, 
ter a tedious navigation, they went np the river 
£lk as far as was practicable. Here the army 
landed, without opposition, on the 35th of August. 
Part of the troops were left to guard the stores, 
while General Howe proceeded, with' the main 
body, to the heaci of the Elk. 

When Washington jreceiyed information that 
the British 'ileet had sailed 'up the; Chesapeake, 
he marched with all possible expedition to the 
defence of Philadelphia. His army, amounting 
ib 12,0Q0 men,^ passed thro* tha^ city to meet th^ 
British forces, Which consisted of 15,000. He 
encamped on the Brandy wiiiit Creek, about mid* 
Way from the Ivlk to Philadelphia, and sent de-^ 
ta5:hments to harass the British army on their 
inarch. * ' 

On the approach of the enemy, Washington 
retired to the side of the Creek next Philadelphia, 
with a determination to dispute the passage. On 
tlie 1 Ith of September, the royal army advanced 
to the attack at day*break, and after a well con- 
tested battle, which lasted t;ll nicht the Ameri«r 
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<:aiis were defeated with the loss of 1000 killed 
and wovinded, besides 500 taken prisoners. Oq 
the side pf the conquerers^ the loss did not exceed 
f»Od. The victory was so complete^ that dark* 
ness alone prevented the pursuit and consequent 
/destruction or capture of the whole provincial 
army. The greatest valour had been displayed 
by the officers and soldiers on both sides. J^ 
mong the American troops who distmguished 
themselves most, were the Virgiijians, who, from 
their affection for Washington, had on all occar 
sions evinced the greatest intrepidity and enthur 
siasm. 

Iniraediately after the battle the Aniencans 
retired to Chester, whence Washington wrote a^ 
account of hisdefeatto the president of Congress. 
His letter is dated 1 2 o'clock at nighi*, and is pers- 
haps the most faithful picture ever given, of the 
reflections of a great mind amid disaster and dif- 
ficulty. His troops tho* defeated were not disr 
pirited, and they considered their misfortune 
rather as the consequence of superior skill on the 
side of their enemies, than as proceeding from 
any defect of valour on theirs* 

Congress, which had returned from Baltimore 
to Philadelphia, were now obliged to retire a sec-? 
qnd time. They went first to Lancaster, and af« 
terwards to York-Town. 

General Howe, at the head of the vanguard of 
his army entered Philadelphia in triumph on the 
96th of S^ptpmber^ and the mai^ body of th^ 
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"Biitish army encamped in the TicinUy ^f the ci- 
ty. The American army was posted at Skippach 
Creek sixteen^^^miles distant. When Washington 
.received the intelligence Aat the British army // 
•was divided, he resolved to surprise the camp erf / 'j/ 
the principal division at German Town — Accor- ^ J 
dingly, on the 3d of October,, in the evening, he ^ ' 
inarched in great silence, and aboiit 3 o^cleck ill r 
the morning he reached the British camp, and 
immetUately made the requisite^ dispositions for 
an attack. The patroles discovered his approach* 
and the troops were called to arms. 

The Americans assailed the camp with the 
-greatest intrepidity, but they were received with 
.^uch bravery, that, after a very hot action^ they 
were repulsed, and compelled to vetreat with* / 
/considerablejoss. 

When the news that Philadelphia viras in pos- ^ 
.sesdon of the royal array reached the northern 
colonies, they sent a r^n&rcement of 4000 of 
{their best men to Washington . On . their arriv- 
al, he advanced v^thin 44 miles of the city, and 
fixed himself in a strong encampment at White 
Marsh. The Bri^sh general marched out of 
^Philadelphia in the heg^lnping of December, to 
afford Washington an opporumity of coming to 
a general engagement, but he was determined 
to act merely on the defensive. Finding that he 
Toul.d n9t provoke the enemy to engage. Gen- 
eral Howe returned to the ehv on the 8th of 
Becen)J}er,aQd his army went into winter quais- , 
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Washington now removed his cathptp Val- 
ley f'orge on the banks o^ the Schuylkill, about 
15 miles from Philadelphia. In this strong po- 
sition * he ' could ' observe every motion of thc^ 
British army. Huts -were erected, in order tp 
protect his army from the rigoyr of winter. 
The willingness with which the troops consented 
. to undergo the various hardships of so upcpin-^ 
fortable a situation, was a proof of the warpth of 
their sttachment to their Genera], and their de-r 
termination to defend their country. 

Whilp* the BHdsh army were thus successful 
in the middle colonies, more important and de- 
risive events happened in the northem^provinces^ 
General Burgoyne was sept at the bead of a vet- 
eran urmy, - tp make a vigorous campaign upon 
the lakes and in the adjoining provinces, H<^ 
first took possession of Ticonderpga, then cros- 
sed Lake George, and encamped on the banks 
of the Hudson near Saratoga. Here his pro- 
gress was checked by the Atliericans under Gen- 
e^rai Gates : and after two severe actions, he >vas 
forced to surrender on the 1 7th of October, 1 777, 
This evert diffused an universal joy throughout 
the ynited States. The European nations, 
and France in particular, who from prejudice or 
envy, had so long' been desirous of the downfall 
of British grandeur, received this news with 
open exultation. Indeed, several individuals iii 
France had exerted themselves in favpur of the 
Americans. A numljer of brave and expeiienr 
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«e^ officers of the Ii4sh brigade volunteered hi 
the cause of the British Colonies,- against their 
parent State ; and even some of the yoiitig no^ 
lulity of France were emuiods to distinguish 
themselves on this occasion: . The most Conspi- 
cuous of these, were the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette ; Roche dii Ferinioy, who served ini ihe ar- 
my that acted against General BurgOyne : De 
Coudray, a French officer of rank ; and Baron 
St. Ovary; 

. By , the assistance of these aiixiliaries, the 
Amerkans daily improved in discipline, and the 
successful close of the campaign oii the frontiera, 
cheered them vrith the lYiost plea^g estpecta- 
tioo9 res'il^cting the issue <^ the war. 

<3» the 6th of FelH'Uary,' 1778,^ a treaty of al- 
liance between France and America was signed 
by the contracting pardes. Washington appoint- 
ed a day for the whole army to celebrate this 
dvent, and it was observed vfiih the greatest 
xmlitary pomp. / ' 

In May, General Howe took his departure for 
£nglaod, and the chiefcdntmand of the British 
army devolved dn SSri^eory Clinton. 

The English commissioners, appointed by 
ihe British Mmistry to attempt a reconciliation 
with the Colonies, arrived at New-York in the 
be^^lPitog of June, but beCbre they could re- 
cei^ an answer from Congress, General Clin- 
ton evacuated Philadelphia, after the British 
army had kept possession of it for nine .mbnths^ 
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This #vent took place on the 18th o^une, and^ \ 
k was considered by the Americans as the har-' 
-bitiger of their Independanec. . They asserted, 
that the strength of Britian was broken on the 
American continent^ and that the army retreat- 
«d towards the sea, to be in readiness to em- 
bark, if the exigencies o( Britain required its 
assistance. 

The British army marched out of Philadel- 
phia at 3 o'clock in the mornkig, and crossed 
the Delaware before noony with all its baggage. 

Washington had been apprised of this move- 
ment^ and dispatched expresses into the Jerseys 
to GolJeGt troops. He passed the Deleware with 
the main body of his army, and was hourly join- 
ed by lieinfbrcoments of reg^ar troops and mir 
ktia. 

General Clinton retreated across the country 
ta\vui*ds Sandy Hool^ whence a passage to New- 
York might be easily effected. In the mean 
time, Washington pursued the . British army 
he sent the Marquis de la Fayette with a detacli- i 
inent of chosen troops to harass the.ixar ojfthe 
enemy ; General hee^ who had been lately ex- 
changed, followed with a division to support hims 
and Washington himself moved with the main 
body to sustain the whole. 

On the 27th of June, the Bri^sh anny en- 
camped in a strong po^on at Monniouth, near 
Freehold ; and on the morning of the 28tb ^he 
van divisioli of Hap Americans under General 
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tjtiti (^mmeticed the attack bj^ a s^ifttt eannoti^ 
ad« ; but Sir Henry Clintdn, had made stich ju' 
dicuous arrangements of his troopSj tliat the ene« 
tny w^re unable to make any impressi^ti on hia 
ipcar* 

The British g^renadiei^s aqd light infantry em 
gaged the Americans with such Tig6ur, that 
their first line, commanded by General Lee^ 
was completely broken ; their second line vrai 
also defeated ; they both rallied however^ and 

?»sted themselves vdth a mOrass in their fr6nt« 
hey were again charged by the British troops, 
and Were with difficulty preserved from a total 
defeat by the junction of their main body Undei' 
Washington. 

In this acdon the bravery and discipline of 
the British troops were conspicuous* They^ad 
forced an enemy superior in number from tw« 
strong pdsitbns) and had endured excessive fa« 
iigue both from the intense heat of the day and 
tmremitdng toih iTht loss of 'the royal ai'my 
Iras about 500 men, and that df the Americano 
H^ considerable* 

General Lee^ iii^h# tommanded the van divi* 
sioa of the American army in the acdon at Mon« 
Inouth, was, in consequence of his misconduct, 
|mt under arrest, tried by a G>urt*martial, and 
sentenced to a temporary suspension from his 
command. 

Waahingtob, after the retreat of the British 
•rmri marched to White Plains near lUng'a 
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Bridge, where he encamped. He remained iit 
this position till the latter end of autumn, when 
he retired to Middle-Brook, in Jersey. Her«r 
his army erected huts, similar to those they had 
made at Valley-Forge, and went into winter- 
quarters. 

In May, 1 779, General Clinton sent a divi- 
sion of the British army to take Stoney -Point, a^ 
fctrong fort on the western side of the North- 
River. This expedition was successful, as the dis- 
tance at which Washington lay with his army 
prevented him from giving any assistance to the 
garrison. The British General fortified Stoney- 
Poini in the strongest manner, and encamped at 
Phiiipsburb, halfway between that fortress and 
New-York, to be in readiness to compel Wash- 
ington to an engagement, if he should leave his 
station in Jerse v. 

In order to counteract these operations, Wash- 
inR:ton advanced towards the British army. He 
took a strong position at West-Point, on the banks 
of the North-River, and formed a design to re- 
cover Stoney -Point by surprise. He sent Gener- 
al Wayne, one of the most intrepid officers in 
his army, to conduct this enterprise. Wayne, 
at the head of a detachment of chosen men, arri- 
ved in the evening of the i 5th of July within 
sight of Stoney-Point. He formed his mei into 
two columns with orders to use the bayonet only. 
The right' column was commanded by himself 
in person, the left by major Stewart, a bold and 
active officer. At midiiiight, the two columns 
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narched to the attaek^ from the opposite sides 
>of theworkS) which were surrounded with a mo- 
rass and twoj'ows of abbatis, well provided with 
artillery. The-Amerieans were opposed by a 
tremenduous fire of musketry and gr4pe shot, 
but they pressed forward with the bayonet, and 
both columns met in the centre of the works, 
where the garrison, amounting to 500 men, were 
obliged '^o surrender prisonei^ of war. 

When the Btitisli General received the intelli- 
gence of the surprise of Stony Point, he march- 
ed vvith his army to retake it, and as Washing- 
ton did not consider the possession of that fortress 
x)f sufficient importance to risk a general action, 
he demolished the wi-orks, and carried oJBF the 
artillery. , 

Towards the end of the year 1 779, General 
Clinton sailed from New -York, with a consider- 
able body of troops to atjtack Charleston in 
South-Carolina, where General Lincoln comman- 
.ded. Alter a close siege of 6 weeks the town 
was surrendened to the Bntish General, and tha 
-whole American garrison made prisoners. In 
August 1 780, Lord Cornwallis defeated the A- 
mericans, under General Gates, at Camden in 
South Carolina, and he afterwards marched thro* 
the Southern States wjthojat opposition. 

During the fummer of 1780, the Britifli 
troops made frequent incurfions from New- York 
into the Jerfeys, and an unfuccefsful attempt 
i«r^s wade by General Knyphaufen with 7Q00 
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men to furprife the advanced polls of Wafliihg* 
ton^s artny. So great were the neceffities of th6 
American army* that Waibington ivas obliged 
to call on the magiftrates of the adjacent coun« 
ties for fpecified quantities of proyifions ; nay^ 
he WHS fometimes compelkd to fend detach* 
1X1 ems of his troops to take necefiaries at the 
point of the bayonet from the citizens* Thi$ 
fcarcity W4s principally owin^ to the deprecia* 
lion of the paper currency, which difconraged 
the farmers from felling their provisions to th# 
army. The (it nation of Waihington was pecnli^ 
arly embarraffing — the army looked to him for 
nccefTnries, and the people for the proteAion 
of their property; His prudence furmounted 
thefe difficaliies» and Congreis fent a Comraiu 
tee of their own body to his campt to concert 
xnenfures for the payment and fupply of the 
troops.'^ As the attempt of the Britifb army 
again Q. Waihington had made no impreflSon 
of any confequenqe, the Americans began to 
r< cover from the alarm which the lofs of 
Charledown had excited. Warm exhortations 
were made to the people by Congrefs, in v^ich 
tliey weie calle- ' upon by every motive that 
could animate them to a£( with fpirit andpromp* 
titude againft Great Britain. 

In the mean time^ Sir Henry Clinton return* 
td with his viftorious ar^y from Cbartefton f 
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and General Arnold who had beenentrulled witk 
the command of a very confiderable divifloa 
of the American army at WeftPoint» agreed to 
deliver up that important poft to the Britilh 
General. As Waikington hWd fet outfor Hart«< 
ford to hold a conference with Count de Roch« 
ambeau, the negociadon between Sir Henrj 
Clinton and Arnold was cartied on with greater 
facility during his abfence. The agent employ- 
ed by the Britifh General was Major Andre, a 
young officer of uncommon merit. To favour 
the necelTary communications, the Vulture 
flpop of war had been previoufly ftationed in the 
North-River, and a boat was fent at night from 
the ihore to fetch Major Andre — ^When be had 
received fuch inftrudtions as related to his bu- 
finefs, he fet out on his return, but was inter- 
cepted and all his papers dezed. Arnold eC- 
caped on board the Vulture, but Major Andre 
was brought before aboard of General Officers, 
by whom he was ceniidered as a fpy, and fen- 
tenced to death. The officers who figned the 
condemnation of Andre, and even Waibington 
bimfelf, tellified the (incereft grief at the ne- 
ceffity they declared themfelves under of com- 
plying with the rigorous laws eftabliihed in fuch 
cafes. 

At the dofe of the year 1 780, the American 
trmy felt the rigour of the feafon with peculiar 
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ctrcnmftances of aggravation hj want of pay, 
clolhingy Ike. The ttoops had been enHfted for 
S years, which were now expired, and incenfed 
at ib long a continuance of hardihips, an tnfur« 
redion broke out in the Penofjlvania line, which 
was followed by that of New-Jeifey. The 
complaints of thefe ibldiers being well founded^ 
were redrefsed, and a general amnefty clofed 
the bufinefs. That part of the American army 
which was under the command of Wafliingtoii 
did not efcape the contagion of iipTcdt. Her- 
prudently remained in his qnarters, where his 
prefence, and the refped and affe^ton for his 
perfon, tho^ it did not prevent murmurs, kept 
his men within bounds, and prevented a muti-^ 
ny. 

The campaign of 17B1> was opened with 
gres^t vigour by the Brittfh army in Caryina* 
After feveral fkirmiihes with various fucc€!^ 
^e two armies under Lord Comwallss and Ge- 
neral Greene, met at Guilford, on tho 15th of 
March 1781, and after a well contefied a^ion, 
the Britilb remained mafters of the field* 
Xiord Comwallis afterwards marched into Vir- 
ginia, where notwithftan<^g the advantages he 
gained over the Americans, his fituation be- 
came very critical. Sir Henry Clinton was 
prevented from lending him reinforcement, as 
i^e was apprehendve that Wafiungtou inteiide4 
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to attack New- York. The American Com- 
mander in chief employed great fineiTe to de- 
ceive the Britifh general, and by a variety of 
judicious manoeuvres, kept htm in continual 
adarm.-^ln the mean time. Lord Cornwallis 
took pofleffion of York Town, in Virginia, and 
he was followed by the Marquis de la Fayette 
who had been difpatched by Walhington with 
2000 light infantry to watch the motions of the 
Briti(h army. 

On the 80th of Auguft, Count de Grafle 
anchored in Cbefapeake Bay, with 24 (hips of 
the line. He landed troops to co-operate with 
Wafhington, who had moved with the main b6- 
dy of his army to the fouthward, and when he 
heard of the arrival of the French fleet in the 
Chefapeake, he proceeded by forced marches to 
the head cf the Elk, which he croffed. and pro- 
ceeded to York Town . 

Walhington now invefted York Town, with 
an army of i 5,000 Americans, and 9000 French.- 
He had fele^ted his bcfi troops for this impor- 
tant occalion, and the French were chofen out - 
©f the braveft corps in France. 

The French and American batteries mount- 
ed with 50 pieces of cannon, we're opened a- 
gainft York Town on the night of the 6th of 
Odl;ober, and an incefiknt fire was kept up till 
ibe I4tb» when two detachmeifits of the befieg- 
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ors attacked and ftomied two redoubts in front 
of the Brttijh works. The befieged were now 
fo reduced bj ficknofs, and the accidents of war 
tb;ii they amounted only to 5^600 effedive men. 
McHmwhile, Sir Henry Clinton feieaed 7000 of 
bis bell rroopsy which he embarked at New- 
York, on board the Britift fleet, with a deter* 
m^nation to fnccOur the army under Lord Com* 
walh's J but the garrifon at York Town having 
perfevered to the utmoft extremity, and no 
profpe^ of relief appearing, a negociation was 
opened with Walhington, and the troops and 
feamen were obliged to furrender themfelreg 
prifoners of war. Thus terminated the dect* 
five campaign of 1780, which realifed Am6ri« 
can Independencet 

Soon after the capture of Lord ComwaUi% 
theBritifb aimament appeared off the Chefa* 
peake, in the latter end of October, but to their 
mortiHcation, they were.apprifed that the army 
imder Lord Comwallis had furrendered. - 

Wafhington felt all the honed exultation of 
a patriot at this event. The orders publtfhed 
in his camp, on the 20th of October, were 
ftrongly exprefllve of his satisfadion. He eon* 
gratulated the officers and foldiers of the com- 
bined armies on their fuccefs» and ifTued a gen* 
f ral pardon to all perfons in the Continental 

woiy who were under arre&i ^ that every beare 
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B^ght partake of the general joy/' Nor did 
be omit what he knew wonld be peculiarly 
acceptable to the religious turn of many of his 
coontrymra. His orders concluded with a par« 
titular injundHon» ** That a thanksgiving fer* 
vice (hould be peiformedf'' at which it was 
foSmnly reconcnnended to the troops to aflift 
with that ferioufnefs and fenfibility of hearty 
which the furprifing interpofition of Providence 
in their favour fo juftly claimed* 

Waihington was folicitous that the prifbn- 
ersef warfliould bewell treated. By his or* 
ders, they were diftributed in the provinces of 
Virginia, Mary lands and Pennfylvania, and their 
allowance was the £ime as that of the Ameri* 
can army, 

Congrels voted an addrefs of thanks to Wafli* 
bgton» Count Rochambeau, Count de Graflet 
and all the officers and foldiers of the combined 
anntest for the fervices they had performed* 
They alfi> refolved, ** That, in remembrancf 
oftfaefurrenderof the Britiiharmy, a matbUr 
column (hould be ereded at York Town, Vir« 
ginia, adorned with emblems of the alliance be* 
tween France and the United States of Ameri* 
ca, and infcribed with a fuccind account of the 
memorad>le event it was intended to commemo- 
rate." 

Waihington new returned with the principal 
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part of his army t» the vicinity of New- York, 
where, as he was unable to reduce that city, he 
•went into winter quartern. The only appear-^ 
ances of an exifting war were Some fkirmiih* 
es and predatory exeuriions. - 

On the 5th of May, 1782, Sir Guy Carletoa 
arrived at New-York, being appointed tocom-i 
niand the Britifh army in America. Immedi- 
ately oil his arrival, he a<;quainted Wafhington 
and Congrefs) that negociations for a peace had 
commenced at Paris, Meanwhile, the Britiih 
troops evacuated all their pods in South Caro- 
Una and Ge6rgta> and i:^tiredto4be main anny 
at New York. 

Preliminary articles of peace were figned at 
Palis on the 30th of November, 1782, by Mr. 
Fitzherbert and Mr. Ofwald, on the psurt of 
Great Britain, and, by Dr. Franklin, Mn Adams 
Mr. Jay, and Mr« Lawren8,on the pat i of the 
United Stated. By this treaty his Majefty ac-* 
knowledged the Thirteen United Colonies to 
be ** free, fovereign and independent States,'* 

As military operations were now entirely 
fufpended i it was no longer neceflary to keep 
the Atnettcan army embodied* The States, 
however,- were unable to pay them the arrears 
duefor their ineftimable fervices, ^ndthoiemea 
who had fpent the prime of their days in de* 
^npe of their country, were now to be difmifi'- 
pi without a re war^y 
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An attempt was made by anonymous.papetf 
to iccite the officers and foldiers to revolt* 
Wafhington^ who was then in the camp, faw 
the danger> and exerted his influence to pre-* 
vent it. At a meeting of the general and tield 
officers, with one officer from each company, 
the commander in Chief addre/Ted them in a 
pathetic fpeech, in which he conjured them^ 
"as they valued their honour, as they refpeft- 
ed the rights of humanity, and as they regard- 
ed the military and national character of Ame* 
rica> to ezprefs their ^tmo(l: detedation of the 
man who was attempting to open the flood- 
gates of civil difcord, and deluge their rifing 
empire with blood. Wafhington then retired* 
The officers, foftened by the eloquence of their 
beloved commander, entered iiito a refolutioni 
by which they declared, " that no circumftance 
of diftrefs or danger fhonld induce a conduit 
that might tend to fully the reputation and 
glory they had acquired j that the army contin- 
ued to have an iinfliaken confidence in the jus* 
tice of Congrefs and their Country, and that 
they viewed with abhorrence, and rejefted with 
difdain, the infamous propofitions in the late a- 
nonymousaddiefs to the officers of the army." 
. The fortitude and patriotifm of Wafhingtpn 
were in no inljance of more effenti:^l fervice t« 
America,^ than on this mementous \3ccafion« 
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htieai of making the difconteftt o^th^aLlitty 
inftrumental to his own amUtioftf and ufiirp 
ing the goverment, this magnanisbotts patriot 
foothed the paflk)nst»f hisfoldiert» andprdenred 
inviolate the liberties of his country* 

Towards the clofe of the year 1783, Congrefi 
IfTaed, a proclamation, in which the armies of* 
the United States were applauded for thcftf 
''long eminent and faithful iervices^" Con^^ 
grefs then declared it to be their pleafure^ ''that 
fuch part of their Federal armies as ftood en^ 
gaged to serve during the war, fliould, froill 
and after the Sd day of November hett, be ab(<> 
lately difcharged from the faid fervice.^^ 

Wafliington's " Farewell orders to the at* 
mies of the United States,'^ dated Roeky^Hill^ 
near Princeton, 2d Nov« I78S, is a patheuc 
exhortation, in which the disintereftednefs of 
the Patriot is blended with the wifdom of the 
Fhik)fopher.-'*^it contains the following intereft* 
ing and impreffive pa&ges. 

" It oiily remains for the commander Ui 
Chief to addrefs himfelf once more, and for the~ 
lad time, to .the armies of the United Sute^ 
and to bid them an affeetionate— -a long fare^ 
Weil. 

" It is tini ver&Uy acknowledged, that the stt-^ 
larged profpect of happinefs opened bytheef* 
taUiflimentof our Independance^ alnoft exceed 



^ power of defcription i and Iball not t&& 
brave men who have contributed fo e^entiallj ta 
this ineftimaUe acquiikiony retinng victorious' 

' from the field of war to the ield of agricidture, 
partrctpate in all .the ble0kigs which have been' 
obtained P-'^In Axch a Repnblicy who will ex-» 
dude them from the rights of citizens^ and the 
fraits of their labours ? — ^Tp &ofe hardy foldi^ 
ers who are actuated by the fpint of adventure* 
the fifliertes will afford ^ aniple.and profitable 
employment y and the fertile regbns of the 
Weft will yield a mofl: happy a%lum to thpfe 
who, Ibnd of domeftie enjoyment^ are ieeking 
for perfonal independence. 

•• The commander in Ghief conceives little 
is now wanting to enable the fbldiers to change 
the military character into that of the Citizren f 
bat that fteady and decent tenour of behaviour 
which has generally diftmguiQied not only the 

- army trader his immediate command, but the* 
different detachments and feparate armies, thro^ 
the 'courfe of the war— from their good fenfe 
fnd pudence, he anticipates the happieft pon*' 
iequences $ — and, while he congiatuiates them 
on the glorious occafion which renders theirfer- 
vices in the field no longer nece^ry, he wilhes 

""to exprefs the ftrong obligation he feels himfelf 
under, fdr the affiftance he has received from 

' ^ery elais, and in every iaCcoace. To the va^ 

. H 
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tious branches of the army,, the General tdees 
th?s laft arid foleina opportonity of pmfeBkag 
hts inviolable attachinent and friendlhip— -He 
wifhes more than bare profeffions were in In 
power— that he was really able tobe ufeftdi tp^ 
them, in future life. And being now to cod- 
clude thele his laft public orders, to take hh nk- 
"timate leave, in a fliort time, of the miiitaiy 
character, and to bid a final adieu to the aF*> 

mies he hasfblonghad the honour to command^ 
he can only again offer, in their behalf, his le- 
commendations to their grateful Country, and 
his prayers to the God of Armies^ May am- 
ple juftice be done* them here, and may the 
choiceft of Heaven's favours both here and here* 
after attend thofe who, under the Divine auf* 
pices, have fecured innumerable blefiings fbr 
others 1-^With Ihefe ^Vifhes, and this benedie- 
tion, the Comniiandey in chief is about* to m- 
tire from lervice. The curtain of fepantioii 
will foon be drawn, and the military iJceis^ to 
liim, will be clofed forever." 

To this addrefs, the army that remained at 
Weft Point, on the banks of theHodfoia, ibit 
a moft refpe^fuland affectionate anfwtT. After 
returning thanks it their General, for his exer- 
tions in their favour, they exprefs their feelii^ 
jri the follo^'ing bold and iigurative language: 
' ** Regardlefsof prefemfu&rings, /we look* 
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ed forward to the'end of oar toils ind dangers* 
to brighter fcenes iB'profped):.' There we be^ 
hdd the^niDs of oar Country dignified, by our 
Sovereigty and Independaaice, fuppiorted - by 
Jiifti^^ and sidorned with every lib^al Virtue* 
There we faW patient Huibandry fearlef& ex-^ 
tmd her cultivated field, and animated Com-* 
fpread her 'iail&vto every wind. There 
bc^ld fair Science lift her liead, with all the 
Alts attending in her train. . Hiere, bled with 
Fraedoln» We law the human Mind expand, and 
tihrbwiag afide the reftraints which confined it . 
IB dke narrow bounds of countit it embraced 
dK world. Thofe animating^ profpe^s are now 
dnsgtngto realities, and a^ively to have con- 
tx^Mited to their production^ is our piidei our 
glory.** 

New- York was evacuated by theBritifh troops 
about 3 weeks after the difcl^rge of the Amer-* 
jean army. Meanwhile, Waihington, having^ 
finiflied the great work of tlie Revolution, and . 
fiNinded a Republic, he wiihed to retire from the 
eye of obiervation, to the peaceful rural fbades 
of his patrimonial inheritance. Accordingly^ 
he took leave of his officers in the moft folemn 
maoiner. Having been previoudy aiTembled 
fiorthat purpofe, Washington joined tbem, ii^d 
calUng for a glafs of wine addreiled them in tbe - 
fiiQowiog words ; ♦* With a heart f uU of loy© 
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jrtid grzumie, I now take leare of you ^— I 
iBoft deTOtttly vifh,» that your latter days may 
be profperous and happy, jas your former one« 
have been glormus and honourable.'* The 
officers were deeply affeded:. they came i^p to 
him fucceffively^ and he took an affe^ionate 
leave of each, r .He then left the room* and paC- 
fed between the ranks of a corps of light Infan* 
try, jthat lined his way to the fide of the North 
River. — ^The officers foUowed him in a folemn 
filent train $ their eyes were fuffufed with tears* 
They felt a Rrong emotion of regret at partings 
with a hero w^o had participated their dan* 
gers, and fo often led them to glory. When 
Wafhington entered the barge, be turned to* 
wards his. fellow-foldieis* with a countenance 
expreffive of his feelings, and wnved his hf^% as 
a laft adieu. 

He proceeded to Annapolis, to refign his 
pommiffion to Congrefs, and was accompanied 
by his nephew, Major George Wafliington^ 
and Colonel Humphreys* his aid*de-camp.— - 
His pro^ef& was marked by publk rejoicings ; 
tripmphal arches were ere^ed at the entrance of 
every town and village through which he paf- 
(ed. A number of beautiful young virgins, ro- 
bed in white* met him with fongs of gratula- 
^ion-^they ftrewed laurel before the benign hero, 
pho moyed flowly on a white phargen Tfa» 
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of Wafiiington excited an univerfal enio* 
tion. Women and children thronged the doors 
mnd windows, eager to behold the Deliverer of 
their Country — ^bands of qittfic filled the air 
wkh fprightly melodyy while the men^ who had 
foaght under the banners of Liberty hailed 
tfietr General with acclamations. Wafliington 
received this tribute of public gratitude with his 
charaderiftic benignity while his bofom partici- 
pated the general happinefs. 

Oo his arrival at Annapolis, he informed 
Congrefs of his intended redgnation ;^»they re- 
Icdved it (hould be tn a public audience, and on 
the day appointed, numbers of diftinguilhed 
perfons attended, to behold the interefting 
Icene. General Waihington adUrefied the Pre- 
fident in the following words. 
Mr. Prefident, 

•• The great events on which my refignatioa 
depended, having at length taken place, 1 have 
BOW the honour of offering my fmcere congratu- 
lations to Congrefs and of prefenting myfelf be- 
fore them tofurrender into their hands the truft 
committed to me, and to claim the indulgence 
of retiring from the fervice of my country. 

** Happy in the confirmation of our Indepen- 
dence and Sovereignty, and pleafed with the op- 
pot tunity afforded the United States of becom- 
ing a re4>edable nation, I refign with fatisfac- 
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tion, the appointmentl accepted with diffidence 3 
^ diffidence in my abilities to accemplifii fo ar« 
dtious a tafk, which however, wasfuperceded by 
a confidence in the reditade of our canica. the 
fapport ofthe Supreme Power of the Umoii, aad 
the patronage of Heaven. 

** Th^ fuccefsful termination of the war has 
verified the mod fanguiaee^pedations, and my 
gratitude for the interpodtion of ProvidcTic^ 
and the affiltance I have received from my 
country- men, increafes with every review ofthe 
momentous conteft. 

** While I repeat my obligations to the army 
in general, I ihould do injuftice to my own feel- 
ing, not to acknowledge, in this place, the pe- 
culiar fer vices and diftingoilhed merits of the 
perfons who had been attached to my perlba 
during the war ; It was imp ffihie the choice 
of confidential officers to compofe my family 
fhould have been more fortunate ; permit me. 
Sir, to reccomraend, in particular, thofe who 
have continued in the ferviccto the prefent mo- 
ment, as worthy of the favourable noticfe and 
patronage of Congrefs. 

** I confider it as my isdlfpenfible ^l«ty to 
clofe this la-It folemn ad of iny cffici^d Vu'e, hy- 
recommending thg inteceftsof ourde^vTed coiitl* 
try to the protediion of Al^so^hty God, si"".d 
thofe who have the fapciiateiidbnce of them l» 
\kh holy keeping-. 
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«« Having now finiflied the work affigned me, 
I rrtiie from the great theatre of aftion, and 
bidding ah affedlionate farewell to this ^oguft 
body, under whofe orders I have long aded, f 
bere offer my commiffion, and take my leave of 
aH the employments of public life,** 

To this the Pielid^nt returned the following 
a&iwer : ^ 

*^The United States in Congrefs affembled, 
icceive^ with emotions too ^fFefting for utterance, 
ribe fblemn refignation of the authorities under 
which you have led their troops with fuccefs> 
ihrottgb a perilous and doubtful war. 

"Called upon by your Country to defend its 
iavaded rights, you had accepted the facred 
charge before it had formed alliances, and 
vhiUI it was without friends or a government ta 
foppoTt her* 

"■You have conduifted the great military con« 
ted with wifJom and fortitude, invariably re- 
guarding the rights of the civil powei' through 
all difkSers and changes. You have by the 
hrre and confidence of your fellow-citizens, en* 
a&led them to difplay their martial genius and 
tr.i5mit their fame to poOierity. — Having de- 
fcaded the ftandard of L»iberty in this new 
«ra>rld, hiiviiTg tiiught ii kfllrti ufeful to thofe wha 
IeHk^, auJ to thofe who feel oppreflton, you re-» 
pr^ from the great theatre of aftioa with the 
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Ueffings of our fellow citizens ; but the glory of 
your virtues will not terminate with your mili* 
tary command — it will continue to animate 
remoteft ages.*' 

Waihington now haftened to Mount Vernon, 
where he was welcomed by his affectionate con- 
fdrt, neighbors and doDaeftics, with every de- 
monftration of joy ; and di vetting hiiftfelf of the 
military robe, he once more afTumed the plain 
gar b of the farmer. 

Agriculture was his favourite purfult — His 
eftate at Mount Vernon particularly engaged his 
attention, and was produ&ive of large quantities 
of wheat, Indian corn, potatoes, and fiax, beiides 
flocks of (heep and herds of cattle. — His life 
was regulated by temperance ; he rofe early, and 
after fpending the day in a variety of rural pur- 
fuits, he retired to reft about nine o'clock. This 
was his invariable rule, except when vtfitors re- 
quhed his polite attention. His table was fpi ead 
with the moft wholefome viands and pure wine% 
but he commonly dined on a fingle difh, which 
with a few glaffes of wine, formed his repaft. 
He liberally patronized an academy at Alex- 
andria, encouraged the interioi; navigation of 
the Potomack ; he was the benefactor of the 
poor, and, in (hort, like the fun to vegetation, 
his clieering influence and example promoted the 
happineis of fociety where he reilded. 
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In thefe peaceful feenes, Wafiiin^toa enjoyed 
tiie rational delights of rural life from the year 
178%' till the fiunmer of 1 TST^ when he was chcv 
ftn President of the Cimyentiony which met at 
HiUadeiphiai> and framed the prefent Coi^ftitu* 
tion of the. United States* The Federal Union 
after eleven years experience, had been found 
ttadeqaale to the pUrpdies of government. The 
fimdamental diftindHon between the Articles of 
Confederatjon, and the oew Conflitutiooy lies in 
this^ $ the former a^ed only on States, the latter. 
on individuals ; — ^tfait foitner cbuld neither rai^ 
men ormoney by its ownauthority^butlay at the 
^icretiein of i 3 different Legislatures, and, with- 
cmt their .unanimous concurrence, was unable to 
provide for the public fafety, or for the payinent 
of the national debt/ By the -new Conftitution, 
ime JLegiflative, Executive, and Judical power 
|iervades the whole Union/' After a fuUcon- 
fideration, and thorough difcuffion of its princi* 
pies, it-wasratifxed by 11 of the 13 (Utes, and 
North Carolina and Rhode Ifland have fince 
given their concurrence. 

The ,new Con(Vititution being thus adopted, 
Waftiington was chofen Prefident in April, 1789, 
by the unanimous vote of his countrymen. 
When he received intelligenceof his eledion, he 
fet out from Mount Vernon for New-York, He 
was efcortedby themilijtiaand gentleinen of tho^ 
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lirft chancer from State to State^ and numer- 
Dtt^addrefTes of Congratulation were pteiented 
io him by tke inhabitants of the tOwas through 
which he padTed. On his approach to Fhiladd- 
phia, he was met by aboTe 20,000 -ciua&ens, who 
condaded him to the eity^ where an ekgant e&- 
^tertainmeat was prepared for him* 

His progrefs from Philadeipfaia to N'ew-York 
is thus difcribed by an elegant writer, and pre- 
fents an animated pictuie of public gratitude. 
** When Mr. Wafiiington crofTed the Delaware 
and landed on the Jerfey ihore, he was faluted 
with 3 eheers by the inhabitants of the yiciaity, 
-When he came to the brow of the hill on his 
way to Trenton, a triumphalarch waseredied oa 
the bridgevby the diredion of the ladtes of the 
place. The crown of the arch was highly or* 
namented with imperial laurels and flowers, and 
on it was difplayed, inls^e figures, ** Decern* 
ber 26th, 1716S* On the fweep of the arch, was* 
this infcripti6n,'<<The Defender of the Mothers 
Willalfo prote£t their Daughters." On ^e north 
fide were ranged a number of young girls dreff* 
ed in white, with garlands of flowers on their 
heads, and bafkets of flowers on their arms-?— in 
the (econd row^ood the young ladies, and be^ 
hind them the married ladies of the town. The 
inftant he pafTed the arch, the young girls b<« 
gan to fing the foUowbg ode ; 
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**Wdcome, mighty Chief, oncemoi^^' 
H Welcome to this gratefttl shore :— 
<* Noiy no mercenary foe 
** Aims, arg&in, the fatal blow— 
** Aims at thee the fatal blow., 
tt Virgins fair and matrons grave, 
« These thy conq'ring arm did save^ 
*« Build foi' thee triumphali^ bowers ; 
' •* Strew ye fair, his way ^ith flowers, 
** Strew your Hero's way Vith flowers." 
•« As they fung the laft lines, they ffirewei 
their flowers on the road before therr beloved 
Deliverer. — His fttuation on this occafion, con- 
trafted with what he had, m December I776f 
felt on the fame fpot, when the affairs of Amer-r 
i6a were at;' Ae loweft ebb of depreflion, Jlled 
bim with 'ifehfations that cannot be defcribed- 
He was rowed acrofs the bay from Elizabeth* 
Town to New-Yorl:, in an elegant barge, by 13^ 
pilots. AU the veflfels in the harbour hoifted 
their flags. On his landing, nni verfal joy d iffu* 
fed itfelf thro' every order of the people, and 
be was received and congratnlated by the Gov- 
ernor of the State and officers 6f the Corppra- 
tidn. In the evening, the hpufes of the inhabi- 
tants were brilHantly illuthtnated. 

On the 30th of April he was inaugurated 
Preiident of tlie United States, and took the oath 
enjoined by the conftitntion, in the following 
wordsi " I do folemnly f^^'cal*, that I will faith- 
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Jfufly execate the office of Prefident ojf the VnU 
ted States^ and will^ to the beft of my abtiitjr 
proted and defend the Conftitution of the Uxu- 
ted States." An univerfal and (blemn filcnce 
preratled among the fpedators during this part 
of the ceremony* The Chancellor then pro* 
claimed him Prefident of the United States, aQd 
was anfwered by the difcharge of cannon, and 
the acclamations of 20»000 citizens. 

Soon after his appointment to the Chief Ma* 
^ giftracy, he vifited the Eaftem States, with a 
view to promote agriculture, and explore the 
tneans of national impiovement. The French 
.Revolution, which has excited the ^^tention of 
mankind, proved a fevere teft to t^etprudenoe 
of Wa(hington« Tho* he fecretly difapproved 
•f the violent meafures ©f the French Republic^ 
yet he (aw that it was neceiTary for America to 
pr eferve a mutual good underftanding with that 
Siation. 

Wafhington was twice eleded Prefident, and 
during his 6 years adminiflration, he perfornhi 
ed the duties of his arduous office with all tho 
leal of an honeft patriot — After havii^g fpent 
45 years of his life in the fervice of his c#untt79 
he, in September, 1796, announced his deter- 
mination to retire in an addrefs, expreffive of 
his gratitude and a^edion. 

Wafhington oace moro retired to bis favoin^ 
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Jte (eat, t^ith tke hope of devoting the rematd* 
der of his days to the calm duties of domeftic 
life. From March, 1797, to July 1798, hetu- 
joyed the- pleafnres arifing from the pradice of 
virtue. The aggieffiops of France now alaim- 
ed Mr. Adams's adminiftration, and that 
they might be prepared to refift open hoftilirty^ 
they found it expedient to embody t)ieir army, 
ConTinced of the abilities and integrity of that 
▼enerable man, whofe valour had been inftru- 
mentaV to the eihancipation of his country, Con- 
grefs appointed Washington Commander in 
Chief of the armies. He accepted the appoint- 
ment) and his letter to the trefident on that oc* 
caCion, is marked with thatperfpicuity which 
diftinguiflies all his writings. 

But the moment now approached in which 
this il^uftrious characSler was to be removed to 
another (late of exigence. On the 12th of De-* 
cember, 1799, he rode out to one of his planta- 
tions, and the day being rainy he caught cold, 
which brought on an inflammatory fore throat. 
This difeafe became alarming on Friday nighty 
and when his phyfician an ived on Saturday 
morning, medical aid was inefficacious. A few 
minutes before he expired, he enquired, " Doc- 
ter, how long am I to remain in this fituation V 
The phyfician replied, " Not long Sir.*' 

A gentlemasi who was prefent at Maunt 

I 
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VemoDy has furniihed us with the following 
particulars relative to the death of Gffneral 
Wafhington j — 

** The General, a little before his deathi had 
begun feveral improvements on his farro« At- 
tending to fome of thefe^ he probably caught 
his death. He had in contemplation a gravel 
walk on the banks of the Potomack ; between 
the walk and the river there was to be a fifh 
pond. Some trees were to be cut down» and 
others preferved. On Friday the day before he 
died, he fpent fome time by the fide of the ri- 
ver marking the former* There came a fall of 
fnow, which did not deter him from his purfuit^ 
but he continued till his neck and hair were 
quite covered with fnow. He fpent the even- 
ing with Mrs. Wafhington, reading the news- 
papers, which came by the mail that evening ^ 
he went to bed as ufual about 9 o' clock, waked 
up in tl)e night, and found himfelf extremely 
unwell, but would not allow Mrs. Wafhington 
to get up, or the fervants to be waked. In the 
morning, finding himfelf very ill. Dr. Craik of 
Alexandria, was fent for. Soon after his arri- 
val, two confulting phyficians were called in, 
but all would not avail. On Saturday he died. 
He faid to Col. Lear a little before his death, 
** bury me decently, and not till two days after 
my deceaie/' — To Dr. Craik he faid. *< I die a 
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reiy harddeathy but I am not afraid to die."—? 
Before he breathed his laft^ he laidhimfelf oi^ 
his back, placed his hands before hiip, and plor 
fe4 his own moi^th and eyes.'' 

PniLADSLPHiAy Dec. 19. 

On Saturday the 14th inft. died at his feat 
in Virginia, General George Wafhington, Goin« 
mander in Chief of the Armies, and late Prefi? 
dent of the Congrefs, of the United States of 
America — mature in years, covered with glory^ 
and rich in the affections of a free people, and 
the admiration of the wholie civilized world* 

When men of common chara^er are fwept 
from the theatre of life, they die without the 
tribute of public concern, as they had lived withr 
out a claim lo public efteem— But when Per? 
fonages of great and exalted worth, are funv* 
moned from this fublunary fcene, their death 
calls forth a burft of general regret, and invigo-^ 
rates the flame of public gratitude — In obedir 
ence therefore to the voice of their Country, the 
Poet, the Orator, and the Hiftoiian, willconi- 
bine to do judice to the charader of this illuftri- 
ous Patriot : whilft the ingenious labours of 
the Sculptor, the Statuary, and the Painter^ 
will unite in perpetuating the virtues of The 
Man of the Age. 

Mourn, Columbia, moufn ! — ^Thy Father 
l^iid Prote^or is no more ! — ^Moum Reader, of 
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whatever ktadred, tongue or clime thou be, thy 
Friend, the Friend of Man and of Liberty* is 
gone ! The Hero, the Sage« the Patriot, this 
jglorious emanation of the Diety» is carried back 
to the bofozn of his God!— The recording An- 
gel has enregiftered his virtuous deeds in Hea- 
ven, and the name of WASHINGTON will 
live for ever ! 

Alexandria, i)/f. 20. 

On Wednefday lad the mortal part of Wafli- 
iHgton the Great — the Father of |iis Country, 
and the Fnend of Man — was coi;|igned to the 
(Uent tomb with folemn honours and funeral 
pomp. 

A multitude of people, from many miles round, 
afiembled at Mount Vernon, the choice abode, 
and lad earthly refidence of its illuftrlous Cheif* 
There were the groves, the fpacious avenues, the 
beautiful fcenery, the noble manfion — ^but alas ! 
its augud inhabitant was gone I—his body ino 
deed, was there, but his foul was fled ! 

In the long and lofty portico, where oft the 
Hero walked in all bis virtuous gloiy, now lay 
j^e ihrouded corpse.— «The countenance, ftiU 
compofed and ferene, feemed to expre fs the 
dignity of (hat fpirit which fo lately a^uated 
the lifelefs form-*-There, tboie who paid the 
laft fad honours to the Benefa^or of his Coua» 
)ry, took a laft — ^a fad farewell* 
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Near the head of the coffin y weie infcribed the 
words Surge ad Judicium ; about the middle, 
Gloria Dfo ; and» on the fllver plate, General 
George JVafl>lngton departed tbU Life \^ih Bee* 
Mtat 68* 

Between S and 4 o'clock, the found of artil- 
lery from a veffel in the river firing minute 
guns, aroufed all our fbrrowful feelings — the 
body was moved, and a band of mufic with 
mx>umful melody* melted the foul into all the 
tendernefs of woe. — The procedion marched 
in the following order : 
Cavalry, Infantry, & Guard with arms reverfed : 

Clergy ; Mufic ; 

The general's horfs, with his faddle, holfters, 

and piftols ; 
Col. Stmms, (27 ^^^* Gilpin, 

Ramfay, \\\ Marftelldl, 

Payne, C ?* 3 Little ; *' 

Mourners ; 
Masonic Brethren ; 
And Citizens. 
When the proceffion arrived at the bottom 
of the lawn on the banks of the Potomack, where 
the family vault i» placed, the Cavalry halted, 
and the Infantry marched towards the mount 
and formed in lines ; The Clergy, the Mafonic 
Brethren, ^ and the Citizens, defcended to the 
vault, where the Church funeral ferr ice was 
pex formed. 

12 
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Three general discharges by the artillery, 
cavalry, and infantry* paid the lafl tribute of re- 
fpedl to the entoinbed Commander in Chief of 
the American Armies. 

The Sun was now fetting — Alas, the Son of 
Glory was fet — N o, the name of Was h i n OTOjf 
will live foi ever ! 

Froin ^er«on*8 Mount behold die Hero rife, 
RcTpleiKieiit Forms attend htm thro* the ikies ! 
The ihades of war-worn Veterans round him throDg| 
And lead £qwrap'd their honourM Chief along. 
A laurel wreath the immortal' Wakrien hears, 
An arch triumphal Mercer's hand prepares ; 
Young Lawrence, erilth' fivenging bolt of waTf 
With port majeiiict guides the glittering car ; 
Montgomery's godlike form direds the w;ay, 
And Green unfolds the gate& of endlef s day ; 
Whilil Angels, " trumpet tongu'd," prpclaim throt> 

* Dae Honours for The first of Mti^i prepare 1*' 



PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS. 

House of representatives. 

THUifSDAY, i?tfr. 19, 1799. 

Mr Marfhall addreffed the Chair as follows : 

f* Mr Speaker— The melancholy event which 

was yefter^ay announced with doubt, has been 

rendered but too certain. Our Washington is 

no more I-^-The hero, the fage, and the patriot 

pf America — the roan on whom in ^imesef 

ganger, every eye was tumed> and all hopes 

V^ere placed| lives noW| only w, his own ^reat 
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gftionS) and in tbe hearts of an afiedionate an4 
an afflidled people. 

** If, Sir, it had even not been ufual, openly 
to teftify refped for the memory of thofe whom 
Heaven had (eU&ed sls its inftruments for dif- 
penfing good to n^^, yet^ fuch has been the 
uncommon worth, and fueh the extraordinary 
incidents, which have marked the life of him| 
whofe lofs we all deplore, that the whole Ame- 
rican nation, impelled by the fame feelings^ 
would call with one voice, fpr a public manifest 
tation of that forrow, which is fo deep and fo 
univerfah 

*f More than any other individual, and as 
inuch as to one individual was poflible, has ho 
contributed to found this our wide fpreading 
Empire^ and to give to the Weftem World its 
independence and freedom. 

" Having effe^ed the great obJeA, for which 
be was placed at the head of our armies, we 
have feen him converting the fword into the 
plough*fhare, and voluntarily finking the Sol? 
dier into the Citizen. 

« When the debility of our P^ederal fyfteni 
had become manifeft, and the bonds, which con* 
ceded the parts of this vaft continent, were 
difTolving, we have feen him the Chief of thofe 
Patriots who formed for us a Conftitution, which 
l>y pyrferving the Unioui will, I truft, fubftan- 
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tiate and perpetuate thofe bkffings, which our 
Revolution had promifed to beftow. 

** In obedience to the general voice of his 
Country, calling on him to prefide over a Great 
People, we havo feen him once more quit the 
retirement he loved, and in a feafon more tem« 
peduous than war itfelf, with calm and wife de- 
termination, purfue the true interefts of tlie 
Nation, and contribute, more than any other 
could contribute, to the eftablilhment of that 
fyftem of policy, which will, I truft, yet pre- 
ferve oi\r peace, our honour, and our indepen- 
dence. 

*< Having been twice unanimoufly chofen the 
Cheif Magiftrateofa Free People, we fee him, 
at a time when his re-eledtion with univetfal 
fufFrage could not be doubted, affording te the 
world a rare inftance of moderation, by with- 
drawing from his high ftation to the peaceful 
walks of private life. 

** However the public confidence may change 
and the public affedtions fludluate with refped^ 
to others, yet, with refpedt to him, they have ^ 
in war and in peace, in public and in private 
life, been as (Veady as his own firm mjnd, ipd 
as conftanta&his own exalted virtues. 

" Let us, then, Mr. Speaker, pay the laft tri- 
bute of affe(SHon and refpe<5b to our departed. 
Friend— Let the Grand Council of the Nation 
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difplay thofe fentiments which the Nation feels 
— For this purpofe I hold in my hand fome Re- 
fblutions, which I take the liberty of offering to 
the Hpufe.** , / 

Mr. Marlhali haying h4§ded his Refohitions 
Co the Clerk, they were xead, and unanimoufly 
agt eed to» as fol lows^ vrz . 

Refolred, That this Houfe will wait on the 
Prefident of the United States, in condolence 
o£ this mournful evdnt. 

Refolved> That the Speaker's chair be fliroud^ 
cd with black, and that the members and 0£Ei« 
ccTs of the Houfe wear black during the Stf« 
fion. 

Refolved,Thata Committee, in conjundkioa 
with one from the Senate, be appointed to con- 
(ider on the moft fuitable manner of paying 
honour to the memory of the Man, firil in war, 
£rtl in peace, and fir ft in the hiparts of his 
Countrymen. 

Monday, Dec. 23« 

Mr, Marfliall made a report from the joint 
Comx^itte appointed to confider a fuitable 
Bio4e of commemorating the death of General 
Waihington* 

He reported the following Refolutions : 

Refolved by the Senate and Houfe of Repre- 
lentatives of the United States of America, in 
Congrefs afieinbledj That a marble monument 



( 106 ) 

be erefted by the United States bX the Capitol 
of the City of Wafhingtota, and that the fami- 
ly of General Wafhington be requefted to per- 
mit his body to be deppQted uiid^r it ; and thaf 
the monument be ipdengned as to commemo- 
rate the great events of bis military and politi- 
cal life. 

And be it farther refolyed^ That there be a 
funeral proceffion from Congrefs Hall, to the 
German Lutheran Church, in memory of Gen, 
GeoTge Wafhington, on Thurfday the2§th inft, 
:ind that an oration be prepared at the requeft 
of Congrefs, to be delivered before both Houfes 
that day ; and that the Prefident of the Senate^ 
and Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
be defined to requeft one of the Members of 
Congrefs to deliver the fame. 

And be it further refolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the people of the United States^ to 
.v^ear crape on their left arm as mourningy for 
thirty dn ys. 

And be it further refolved, That the Prefident 
of the United States be requefled to dire€t a 
copy of thefe Refolutions to be tranfmitted to 
Mrs. Wafhington, afRiring her of the profouad 
refpeft Crngrefs will ever bear to her perfbn 
and charader, of their condolence on the late 
afFe<fting difpenfation of Providence, and in- 
treating her aiTent to the interment of the re? 
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mains of General Wafhington in the manner 
ezprefied in the firil refolution. 

And he it further refolved, that the Prefi* 
dent of the United States be requefted to ifTue 
his proclamation^ notifying to the People thro'- 
out the United States the recommendation 
contained in the thirdiesolation* 

Thefe Refolations pafTed both Houfes ana« 
nimoufiy^ 

Same day, the Senate fent the following let* 
ter of condolence to the prefident of the United 
Statesy hj a committee of its members : 
To the Prefident of the United States. 

THE Senate of the United States refpedlful* 
ly take leave» Sir, to exprefs to you the deep re* 
gret for the lofs their country fuilarns in the 
death of General George Wafhington. 

This event, fo diflreffing to all our fellow citi<- 
2ens mud be peculiarly heavy to you, who have 
long been aflbciated with him in deeds of Patri- 
otifm. Permit us> Sir, to mingle our tears with 
yous-^-on this occafion it is manly' to weep. 
To lofe fuch a man, at fuch a crfiis, is no com- 
mon calamity to the world-— our Country 
mourns her Father. The Almighty Difpofer 
of human events has taken from us our greateft 
Benefador and Omament^-I t becomes us to fub- 
mit with reverence to Himi who ^'maketh 
darknefs his pavillion.'^ 
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With patriotic pride, we review the Kfe of oxtt 
Washingtok» asd compare him with thofe of 
other countries, who have been pre-eminent in 
fame. Ancient and modern names are demin- 
ilhed before him. Greatne^ and Guilt have too 
often been allied ; but his fame is whiter than it 
is brilliant* The defttoyers of nations ftood a^ 
ballied at the majefty of his virtue.-^lt repro* 
▼edthe intemperance of their ambition, and dar^ 
kened the fplendour of victory. The fcene is 
clofed, and we are no longer anxious left mi£- 
fortune (hould fully his glory ; he has travelled 
on t© the end of his journey, and carried with 
him an increaiing weight of honour $ he has de- 
poiiied it fafely, where Misfortune cannot tar- 
nifh it — ^Where Malice cannot blaft it. Favour- 
ed of Heaven, he departed without exhibiting 
the weakness of humanity ; magnanimous in 
death, the darknefs of the grave could not obfcure 
his brightnefs. 

Such was the Man whom we deplore.— 

Thanks to God, his glory is confummated— 
Washington yet lives On earth in his fpodefj 
example — his fpirit is in Peaven ! 

Let his countrymen confecrate the memory 
of the heroic General— the patriotic Statesman 
— and the virtuous Sage v — let them teach 
their children never to forget, that the fruits oi 
his labours and his example sure their inheri 
tance. 
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, Tie President^ Answer. 
Gentlemen of tie Senate^ 

.1 KscEiVE, with the mod repeAfuIand affe<$i> 
jtbinatefeDtimentSrin this imprei&ve Addrefsjcb^ 
obliging expreiBons of your regret for the .1q& 
tmr country has fuftainei, in the death of her 
inoft efte^med, beloved, «lnd admired Citizen. 

In the mtiltitttde of my thoughts and recol- 
ledtions on this melahcholy event, you will per* 
mil me to fay, that I have (eein hidi in the days 
of adverficyi in fomef of the (cehcfs of his deepeft 
diftrefsy aiid moft ttying perpleiities ; I have aU 
lb attended him in his higfaeft elevation, and 
moft ptofiferotts felicity^ with uniform admira^ 
tion <^ his wifdond, moderation, and eatlftancy* 

Aiiiong all our ofriginal aifbeiates in that me* 
ihorabie League of thecontineni in 1774^ which 
firft exprefled thefovereign will of a Free Nation 
in America, he was the only one remaining in 
the General Grovernnient. Altho% with a con- 
ftitutidn more enfeel^kd than his, at an age 
when he thought it n^ceflfary to prepare for re- 
tirement, 1 feel myfelf alone— bereaved of mj* 
laft brother ; yet I dc^ve a'ftrong confolatiofi 
from fhe unanitoout dfifpofition which appears 
an all ages and claiies, to mingle their forrows 
itith mine on this common calamity to the 
^orld. 

Ttta life of aur Wa^iiimoton cannot fuffer 

K 
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Ij a compansoB with those of other countriesy ' 
who have been most celebrated and exalted by 
Fame. The> attributes and decoratkms of Roy^ 
tdty could only have served to eclipse the majes- ; 
ty of those virtues which made him, from being 
a modest Citizen^ a more resplendant luminary. 
Misfortune, had he lived, could hereafter have 
sullied his glory only with those superficial 
minds, who, believing '< that characters, and ac- 
tions are marked by success alone,'* rarely de- 
serve to enjoy it. Malice could never blast his 
bonoiT, and Envy made him a singular excep- 
tion lo lier^ universal rule — For himself, he had 
lived enough to Life and Glory — For his fellow- j 
citizens, if their^pi^aycrs could have been answer- ! 
ed, he would have been immortal — For me, his 
departure i6 at a most unfortunate mbfncnt. , 
Trusting, hc>wever, in the wise .^d righteous 
dominion ot Providence over the passions of men, 
and the results of their coiUK;ils. and f.ctions, as 
'well as over their lives, nothing remains for mc 
but humble resignation. 

His example is now complete, and it will teach 
wisdom and virdie to magistrates, citizens, and- ; 
men, not only in the present age, but in ftiture 
generations, as long as ow history shall be read 
—If a Tragcn found a Pliny, a Marcus Aur&lins 
can never want biographers, eulogists, op histo- 
rians. JOHN ADAMS. 

On monday the. 8th of January, the President 
scat the fojlov. ing letters Jo Copgress :— 
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Gentlemen of the Senate^ and 

^Gentlemen of tke HoiLse of Refireaentative*^ 
, In compliance with the request in one of the ' 
3lesol»tions of Congress of the 2 1 st of December 
last, I transmitted a copy of those Resolutions, by 
my secretary, Mr, Shaw, to Mrs. Washington, 
.assuring her of the profound respect Congress 
viil ever bear to her person and character— of 
tfijeir condolence in the late afflicting dipensa- 
tion of Providence, and entreating her assent to 
the interment of the remains of General George 
Washington in the manner expressed in the 
first Resolution. As the sentiments of that vir- 
tuous 4ady, not less beloved by this nation, than 
she is at present grjeatly afflicted, can never be so 
well expressed as in her own words, I transmit 
to Congress her original letter. 

It would be an attempt of too ilhich delicacy to 
make any comments upon it— But there can be 
DO doubt, that the Nation at large, as well as all 
•the branches of the Government, will be highly 
gratified by any arrangement which may dimin- 
ish the sacrifice she makes of her individual 
feelings. JOHN ADAMS. 

Mrs. Washinton's Answer, 

Sir, Mount Vprnon, Slst Dec. 1799. 

While I feel, with keenest anguish, the late 
dispensations of Divine Providence, I cannot be * 
insensible to the mouV«ful tribut * of respect and 
veneration which is paid to tiie memory of my 
dear deceased husband ; and, as his best services 
4ind most anxious wishes were always devoted ta 



tb,e welfare and h^pt^i^s df his comttff to kiio^ 
that they wece truly appreciated, and gratefully 
remembered, afturdii no incon^derabfo consola^ 
fjortv 

Taught by the great example #hieb 1 have 
so long had before me, never to oppose mf ptfr 
rate wishes to the public wiH, I must ccmsent tcf 
<fae' i*eqi3est niade by Congress,' which yoU YolyH 
had the goqdness to transmit to itke. And^ in 
doing this, f need not, I cannpt say, what a ^crf^ 
fee of individual feelin|f I make toftsenseolt 
public duty. 

With grateful acknowledgements^ and tm« 
feigned thanks,' for the personal respedt and ^v|« 
dence's of condolence expressed by Corigfess an^ 
f otirsetf, I remain very respectfully, "** 

;*iARTHA WASHINGTON- 



s. • • 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS 

6t ' [ 

Gfor0e Washikgtp>. 
JFH^da and FeUow-iCiHtens, * 
THE period for a hew election of a ci(izen| 
fE) administer the executive goverhinent of tile 
United Stated heing not far distant, and the 
time actually arrived, when your thoughts must 
be employed in designating the person who is to 
b^ clothed with that important trusty it appears 
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%& rn^ pi^cn*) eepecially as it may eoxhluc^ t<)i4 
iiiore distinct expi*essioh of the public voice, that 
1 -should noW apprise yoo of the tesolutign I have 
fbrmed, to decline beitig considered among the 
number of those out of whoni a choice is to be 
ttiade. ' i beg yoti, at the same Mni<^) to do me 
the justice to be assured, that this rei|blution has 
not been taken, without a strict regard to all the; 
considerations appertaining to the relation whicii 
binds a dutiful citizen to his country ; and thatt 
in withdrawitig the tender of service which silence 
in my situation m^ght Imply, 1 am influenced by 
^o diminution of zeal for your fptiire interest \ 
no deficiency of grateful' respect, for your past 
kindness ; btit an|) supported by a full conviction 
](hat the step is pompatible with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto, 
in the ofiic^ to which' your sufffaiges have twice 
called me, have bi^ep a uhi&rnii* sacrifice of in- 
clination to'the opinion of duty, and to a deference 
for what appeared to be ypur desir^. I constant- 
ly hoped, that It woyld have been much earlier 
\n my power, consistent wuh motives which I was 
not at liberty tp disregaVcl, to return to that re- 
tirement from whicli I had been reluctantly 
drawn. The ' strength of my Inclination to do 
this, previous to the last eliectipn,* had even led 
to the preparation of an address tp declare it to 
you ; but mature refieclion on the then perplex- 
ed and critical posture of our affai.i*s with fioreigit 
natioQS> and the unanimous advice of persons 
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enlltled to my confidence, impelled me to aban- 
don the idea. 

I rejoice that the state of your concerns, ex- 
ternal as well as internal, no longer renders the 
pursuit of inclination incompatible with the sen- 
timent of duty, or propriety ; and am pursuaded, 
whatever partiality may be retained for my ser- 
vices, that in the present circumstances of our 
-country,you will not disapprove my determination 
to retire. 

The impressions with which I first undertook 
the arduous trust, were explained on the proj^er 
occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will 
only say, that I have with good intentions, con- 
tributed towards the organization and administra- 
tion of the government, the best exertions of 
which a very fallible judgment was capable. 
Not unconscious, in the outset, of the inferiority 
of my qualificatioas, experience in my own eyes, 
perhaps still more in the eyes Of others, has 
atrenghtened the motives to diffidence of my- 
self; and, every day the increasing weight of 
years admonishes me more and more that the 
shade of retirement, is as necessary to me as it 
will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circum- 
stances have given peculiar value to my services, 
they were temporary, IhaVe the consolation tO 
believe, that while choice and prudence invite 
me to quit the political scene, patriotism does 
not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment, which is 
intended to terminate tloe career of my public 
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^fc, my feelings do not permit me to suspend 
the deep acknowledgement of that debt of grati- 
tude which I pwe to my teloTed country, for 
the many honors it has conferped upon me ; stifii 
more for the stedfast confidence with which it 
has .supported me ; and for the opportunities I 
• have dience enjoyed of manifesting my inviola- 
ble attachment, by services faithful and perseve- 
ring, tho in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If 
benefits have resulted to our counti'y from these 
services, let it always be ^remembered to your 
praise and as un instructive example in our an- 
nals, that under circumstances in which the pas- 
sions, agftated in every direction, were liable to 
mislead, amidst appearances sometimes dubi- 
ous — vicissitudes of fortune often discom-aging 
— in situations in' which not unfrequently want of 
success has countenanced the spirit of criticism 
—the constancy of your support was the essen- 
tial prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the 
plans by which they were efir^!cted. 

Profoundly penetrated with this idea, l^hall 
carry it with me to my gi*ave, as a -strong incite- 
ment to unceasing vows that Heaven may coni 
tinueto you the choicest tokens of its beneficence 
-i— that your union and brotherly affection may be 
perpetual — ^that the free constitution which h 
the work of your hands, may be sacredly 
maintained — that its administration in every de- 
partment may be stamped with wisdom and vir- 
tue—that, in fine, the happiness of the people oT 
these States tinder the auspices of liberty, imaj 
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b^ made complete, by so careful a presemt^i^ 
and so prudent a use of this blessing, as will ac-' 
quire to them the glory of recommending it to 
the applau!se, the effection and the adoption of 
f very nation which is ) et a stranger to it. 

liere perhaps I ought to stop. !^ut a solici- 
ti^e for your welfare, which cannot end but withi 
my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural 
to that solicitude,urge'me on an occasion like the 
present, to offer to yopr solemn contemplation, 
and to recommend to you rffequept review, some 
sentiments, which are the result of i^uch rcflcc-. 
tion, of no inconsiderable observation, and which 
appear ^o me all important to the permanency of 
your felicity as a I^eopl^. Theses will be offered 
to you with the more freedom, as you c^n only 
see in them the disinterested warnings ofa par* 
6ng friend, wfi9 can possibly have ho personal 
motives to bias his council. ' Nor can I for.^etaa 
in encouragement tp it, yoiir ibdulgcnt reception 
of my sentiments on' a former and not dissimilar 
^casion.' Interwoven as is the lov» of Ubert][ 
with every ' ligament of your heartSf no recom- 
xnendation of mine is necessary to fortify or con« 
nrm the attachment. 

' 1* he unity of government which constitutes you 
pne people is aJso now dear to yPu. It is justly 
so ; for it i& a main pillar in the edifice of your 
real iiidependen6e, the support of your tranquili- 
ty at home, your peace abroad ; cf vour safety ; 
of yo^r profperley; o( that very liberty wych you£b 
^i^hly prisje. Bvt si tc i« (afy to f«re(Be, that '&o|n <Uf-' 
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be taken, tnuaj artifices enploytd, to weriwn ib yaof 
mmcM the' conwiSum of this truth ; aa thit it the point in 
j€wr political fortrefs againfiT which the batteriet of inter* 
nai and external enemiet will be moft conftantiy and a^- 
ively (though often fevertly and infidiottfly) dire^ed, i^ 
ik' of infinite noment, tfa4t yov flionld properly eftimatc 
the immeofe value of youf national ynion, ^p yonr colloJI* 
|ye and individual' happincft ; that yo|L jjioald cherifti'4 
^^jirdial, hahitnal and immoveable attachment to it ; accaf- 
^oming yourfelyes to think and foeak of it as the palladium 
of your political safety ana prosperity ; watching 
for lis preservation with jealous anxiety ; dis- 
countenandng whatever may suggest even a sus- 
picion that it can in any event be abandoned ; andt 
indignantly frowning upoii the fitfst dawning of 
p\trj attempt to al|epate any portion of our coun* 
try froih the rest \ or to enfeeble the sacred ti«t 
lirhich now link tpgeth^ the various part?* 

For this you have every inducement of smypa- 
thy and interest. Citizpns by birth or choice, o^ 
a conimon coufitry, that country has a right tcj 
concentrate your affections. '^\te name ofjtnuri" 
AM, which belongs to ybu in your national capaci- 
ty ^ must aliraysekalt the just pride of patriotismi 
inore than any appellation derived from k)cal 
discriminations. With sljgljt shadesof differenco 
you have the same religion, manners, haluts and 
political principles. You have in ^,commoii| 
tause fought and triumphed toget})cr ; the inde- 
pendence and liberty you possess arcf the work of 
joint councils, and joint efforts^ of common daH- 
gersy sufferings ana successes. But these c^n- 
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^derationSy however powerfully they address 
themselves to your sensibility, are greatly out- 
weighed by those which apply more imijiediate- 
ly to your interest — Here every portion of our 
country finds the most commanding motives for 
carefully guarding and preserving; the Union of 
the whole. , 

• The North, in an u&restraised intercourse with 
the Seuthjprotected by the equal lawsof coittmon 
government* finds in the productions of the latter 
great additional resourced of maritime and com- 
mercial enterprise and precious materials of man- 
ufacturing industry. T^ie South, in the same 
intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the 
North, sees its agriculture grow and its com- 
merce expand. Turning partly into its own 
diannels the seamen of the North, it finds 
its particular navigation invigorated ; and while 
it contribates, in different ways, to nourish 
and inchjase the general tnass of the national 
navigation, it looks forward to the protection 
iSfamaritinle strength,to which itself is unequally 
adapted. The East, in a like intercourse with 
the West, already finds, and in the progressive 
improvements of Interior coramunitations,by land 
and water ,will more and more find a valu&We vent 
for the commodities which it brings from abroad or 
manufactures at home. The West derives from 
the East supplies requisite to its growth and com- 
fort— ^nd what is perhaps of still greater conse* 
^uencey it must of necessity owe the sei:ure 
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enjoyment of indispensaWe outFets for its o^ff 
productions to- the weight, influence, and the 
future maritime strength of the Atlantic side «f 
the Union,'directed by an indissoluble communis 
ty of interest as one nation. Any other tenure 
by which the West can hold this essential advan- 

( tage, whether derived from its own separate 
strength, or from an apostate and unnatural con- 

I flection with anyforeign power, muftbe ihtrinfi* 
cally precarious. 

While then every part of oui country thus 
feels an immediate and pai titular intereft ii> 
Union, all the parties eombrned cannot fail to 
find in the united mafs of means and efforts 
greater ftrength, greater refources, proportiona- 
lly greater fecuiity from external danger, alefs 
. frequent interruption of their peace by foreign 
nations ; and, what is of inefiimable valae f 
' they muft derive from Union an exemption from 
thofe broils and wars bet ween themfelves, which 
so frequently afflict neighboring countries, not 
lied together by the fame government ; which 
their own rivalfhips alone would be fufEcient to 
produce, but. which oppofite foreign alliances, 
attachments and intrigues would (limulate and 
embitter. — Hence liiewife they will avoid the 
neceffity of thofe Overgrown military eftabliih- 
meHts, which under any form of government, are 
, inaufpiciqus te liberty, and which are to be re« 
garded as particularly hoftile to Republican Li- 
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im be conildered as a maio prop of your liberty; 
kod that the love of the one ought to endear to' 
jrou the preservation of the other. 

Thefe condderations itpeak a perfuafive lan- 
guage to every r^fleding and Virtuous mind^ . 
and exhibit the coatinuence of the Unioh as a 

* primary pbjed of patriotic defir^. Is there at 
doubty whether a connmon government can eni- 
brace fo Urge a fphere i Let exji/erience folve it 

^ To liilen to mere fpecuktion in fuch a cafe wer6 
criminal. A^e are authorifed to hope that a prc^ 
per organizaition of the whole, with aui^iliafy 
agency of govermentsitbr the refpeflfi^e fubdivi- 
flons, will afford a .ha|)py iflvie to the experi* 
ment. 'Tis well worth a fair and full experi- 
ment. tV^ith iiich poweKul and ob vio\](s motives 
to Union, afFe^ting all^ ^rts of our eountryt 
i^i^hile experience (liall not hate demonftrated it^ 
impracticability, there will always be reafon to 
4iftruft'the patriotifm of thofe, who in any qoar* 
ter may endeavour to weaken Its bands. 

In contetnplatingthe caufe whichmay di((urb 

. our Union, it occurs as a matter of ferious concern 
that any ground (hcxild have been fumiflied foi 
charestensing parties by jr^o^r^^^o^discrimina- 
iixms'^-^northem and aouthem^-^jUUmtic and western 
— wli^ncfe designing men may endeavour to ^»- 
cite a belitithat ther# h areal difi^ribceef total 
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Interests and vi«\?s. One of the expedients of 
party to acquire influence, within particular dis- 
tiicts,is to misreprcsvent the opinions and aims 
of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves 
too much agsiinst the jealousies and heart bur- 
nings which spring from these misrepresenta- 
tions ; they tend to render alien to each other 
those who ought to be bound together by frater- 
nal affection. The inhabitants of our western 
country have lately had a useful lesson on this 
head : they have seen, in the negociation by the 
Executive, and in the unanimous ratification bv 
the Senate, of tlje treaty with Spain, and in tb» 
universal satisfaction at that event throughout tliC 
United States, a decisive proof how unfounded 
were the suspicions propagated among them of 
a policy in the General Government and in the 
"Atlantic States, unfriendly to their interests in 
regard to the J^asmp.fd : they have been witnesses 
to the formation of two treaties, that with Great- 
Britain and that with Spam, which secure to 
them every thing they could desire, in respect 
to our foreign relations, towards confirming their 
prosperity. 'Will it not be their wisdom to rely 
for the preservation of these advantages on the 
Union by . which they were procured t Will 
they not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if 
such there are, who would sever them from 
IkeiK brethren, and connect them with aliens ? 

To the efficacy and permanency of your Uni- 
tn„a government for the whole is indispensr.ble 

L 
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-iiiisro aUiances, however sti ict,between the part^ 
^n be an adequate substitute : they' most inevi- 
tably experience the Infractions and interrupticms 
Which all alliances in all times have experiencec^. 
Sensible 6f this momentous truth, you have im- 
proved upon your first essay, by the adoption of 
a constitution of government better calculated 
than your former, for an intimate Union, and for 
the efficacious management of your common 
(:oncerns. This government, the offspring of 
our own choice, uninfiuenced and unawed, adop- 
ted Upon full investigation and mature delibera- 
tion, completely free in its principles, in tfa^ 
distribution of its powers, uniting security with 
energt, and containing within itself a provision 
forks own amendnVent, has a just claith to your 
confidence and your support. Respect for its 
authority, compliance with its laws, acquics- 
opnce in its measures, are duties enjoined by 
the fundamental maxims of true Liberty. 'The 
basis of our political systems is the right of the 
people to make and alter their Constitutions of 
Government— But, the constitution which ajt any 
time exists till ehanged by an explicit and authen- 
tic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligato- 
ry upon all. 1 he very idea of the power and 
the right of the people to establish governmient 
presupposes the duty of every individual to obey 
the established government. 

All obstructions to the execution of the Laws, 
all combinations and associations, under whatever 
plausible character, with «the real design to ^- 
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Tcct, control, counleract, or awe the regubir 
deliberation and section of the constituted author* 
ities, are destructive of this fundamental prin- 
.ciple, and of fatal tendency. They serve to or- 
ganize faction, to give it an artificial and extraorr 
dinary force-r-to put in the place of (he delegar 
,ted will of the nation, the will of a party, often 
a smair ' but artful and enterprising minority of 
the community ; and, according to the alternate 
triumphs of different parties to make the public 
administration the mirror of the illrconcerted 
and incongruous projects of factions, rather 
tiian the organ of consistent and wholesome plan^ 
.digested by common councils, and modified by 
mutual interests. However combinations or 
associations of the above description may now 
and then answer popular en(|s, they are likely in 
the course of time and things to become potent 
engines, by which cunning, ambitious and un- 
princi{^ed men will be enabled to subvert the 
power of the people, and to usurp to themselves 
the reins of government ; destroying afterwards' 
the very engines which have lifted them to un- 
just dominion. 

Towards the preservation of your gpvemn^ent 
^d the permanency of your present happy 
state, it is requisite, not only th^t you speedily 
discountenance irregular oppositions to its ac- 
Jcnowledged authority, ^t also that you resist 
with care the spirit of innovation upon itsprin- 
iciples however specious the pretexts. 6ne 
method of assault may be to effect in the fqrm^ 
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^the cpnsttttiti^a akeratkms which will im^^ii^ 
the energy of the systcqi and thus lo undermine 
vhat cannot be directly overthrown. In all the 
changes to which you may be iriTited, remem- 
ber that time ai)d habit ar^ at least as necessary 
to fix the true character -rf govermnenls, as df 
other human institution^^N^that experience is the 
surest standard) by which to test the teal tfcnden-* 
cy of the existing consthulionof a country-^th^K 
facility in chants upon the credit or mere hy^^ 
pothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual chtaige 
from tiie endless vaanety of hypothesis and o]>in« 
ion : and remetinber, e9pecUlly> that for the eS<« 
cicnt management of your common intefef4.8, in 
a country so extensive as ours, a govern ment of 
at mnch vigor a« is consistent with the perfect 
security of liberty, is indispensable. Liberty it« 
self will find in such a government, with powers 
pfoperly distributed ai)d adjusted^ its sUrest gimtv 
dtan. It \hf indeed, little else than 4 tiamc 
where the government is too feeble to withstand 
the enterprises of faction, to confine eacl> mem* 
ber of the society within the* hmits prescribed 
by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure aad 
tmnquil enjoyment of the fights of pei^son £Ad 
property. 

I have already intimated to you, the dan|;er of 
parties in the state, with particular reference to 
the founding of them on geographical discrim* 
ihations. Let me now. take a more tomprehen* 
wve view, and warn you ia the mo«t solemn mm* 
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cern^ainst thel)ttnefol efibcts of Ihe spirit of 
'X>art7, generally. This spirit, uiifi)rtunately^ it 
'inseparable from our nature^ 'hating its root In 
Hhe stroti^st passions of the human mind.<— It 
Exists under diflbrent shapes in all governments^ 
more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed ; but 
in those of the popular form, it is seen in its 
greatest rankness, and is truly their worst ene* 
*my. The alternate domination of one faction 
over another, sharpened by the spirit ot revenge, 
natural to party dissention, which, in different 
'ages and Countries, has perpetrated Uie most 
horrid enormities, is itself frightful despotism.-— 
But this leads at length to a more formal and per- 
manent despotism.— The disorders and miserie% 
Which result, gradoally indine the minds of men 
lo seek security and repose in the absolute pow- 
er of an individual ; and sooner or later the chief 
of some prevailing faction, more able or more 
fortunslte than his compethors, turns this dispo- 
sition to the purposes of' his own elevation^ on 
the ruins of public Liberty. 

Without looking forward tq an extremity of 
this kind (which nevertheless ought not - to be 
entirely out of ^^) the common and continual 
mischiefs of the sprit of party are sufficient to 
make it the interest and duty of a wise people 
to discourage and restrain it. It eer^s always 
to distract the public councils and enfeeble the 
public administration. It agitates the communi- 
^ witii ill-founded jealousies and false alarms.: 
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Idndles the anbnputy of ope part against anptI|Y 
4er, fonents occasioDally riot and jnsurrectipp. 
It opens the door to foreign influence and corrupt 
tion, which find a faciiits^ted access to the goverq- 
meBt itself through the channels of pajty pa^ 
sions. Thus the policy and t))e vill of on^ coiui? 
try are subjected to |he policy and ^ill of anotl)<« 
cr. 

There is an opinion that ponies in fr^-cpi^r 
tries are useful checks upon the administriitiob 
of the government} apd s^tve to k^£p al^vj^ thp 
j^irit-of liberty. This i^ithia certain, iiniits 1^ 
probably Xxtc^ \ . ai)d . in govejtpYnentspf a labnar? 
<:hical/xast9 patriptisfn seay Icok with indulgeppef 
if not irith favor, upon the spirit of party. , BUt 
in those of a popnHo* ipharacter, in govemiiieri^s 
purely elective, it is a spirit npt tp be encouraged^ 
Fromr^dieir natural tendency, it is certain therp 
will always be tiiough pf that spirit ior evenr 
salutary purpose. And ther^ bf^ing constant 
danger cf cxcesS) the ^sffpvt ought to pc by force 
of public opinion, to mitigate .^fvd fissuage^ it, 
A ftfernot to be quepclied } it d^emapds a uniform 
vigilance to pjxiivent its burstij^g jnto a flame, Ipati 
insiead of warming, it shouldf<6p^suTn^. 

It is important Ukewis<^, that the habits of thinkT 
ing in a free country, shppld inspire caution, in 
those entrusted vith its administration, to confinp 
them^hies within .their respective consiitutipnal 
sphenes, avoiding in the exercise of the powers 
pf one dep^rtm^nt to encroach upon appth^^;'^ 
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The spirit of encroachment tends to omeolidato 
-the powers of all the departments in one^ and 
• create^ whatever the form of government, a real 
' deaq;>odsm. A just estimate of that love of pow« 
efi ^nd prononess to abuse ifj which predomi* 
nates in the human heart is sufficient to satisfy 
' tis of the truth oS this position. The necessity 
4>f reciprocal checks in the exercise of politicsd 
: power, by dividing and distributing it into' differs 
: ent deix>sitorie8, and constituting each the guar- 
. dian of public weal against invasions by the otb- 
' ers, has been evinced by experiments ancient 
and modem ; some of them In •ur coy^y and 
under our own ^yes, To preserve theq^ pust 
be as necessary as to institute them. Of in the 
opinion of the people, tlie di^triltution or mod^ 
ification of th§ constitutional powers be in any 
particulai* wrong, let it be corrected by an amends 
m^nt in/the way which the constitution desig« 
nates.: But let thera be no change by usurpation ; 
. for tho* thiS) ip one instaji^ce, may be the instrui 
ment of good, it is the customary weapon t^' 
which, free governments are destroyed, ^^e 
jpr^cedent must always- greatly overbalance in 
.peri|ian.ent e\il any partiul or ti'ansient benefit 
.whiph the use can at any time yield. 

Of all the dispositions and habits whicH Jead tt 
ipolilical prosperity, religion and morality are int 
dispensable sU4)pprts,— . — r-In vain would that man 
<claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labQi^ 
IQ subvert th^se great pilars Q(bvmaQ happ^i^;^ 
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thtn^ fimiett ^ropt of the duties of misn «nd t1id« 
ccntw^The mere {loUtidan, equally with the pi« 
OU8 TDtti, ought to respect srnd to cherish them. 
ATolumetbuld ncft trace all their coDnectioHf 
3rith private and public felidtf. ' fJet it siraplj be 
asked, where is the security for property^fer 
Teputirtion, for tiib) if the sense of religious ob&« 
^tion DfisifRT the oaths^ which are the iostcte* 
^ents of investigation in courts of justice ; and kt 
us with caution indulge the supposition, that 
ynorafity can be maintained without religioB. 
Whatever may be conceded to the influence •£ 
refinMi 'education on minds of peculiar structure; 
reaictPaM experience both ^rbid us to expect 
that'Vmtional morality can prevail in exclusion of 
religious principle. 'Us substantially true, that 
virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular 
government. The rule indeed extends with more 
or less force to every species Of free govemtnent. 
Who that is a sincere friend to it can look with 
idiffisrence upon the attempts to shake the founda-* 
ibn of the fabrick ? 

Promote then^ a8«n object of prinoary import- 
'ante* institutions for the general diffusion of 
knowledge.M«.1n proportion as the strUocure of a 
governjnaent gives force to a public epinionvit is 
essential that public opinion should be enlighten- 
ed- As a very important source of strength and 
security, cherish public credh, one method of 
preserving it is to use it as sparingly as i^osslble ; 
tivokttng occasions of expense by cuhivattng^ 
peace ; but ripmemberingaUo that timely disbur« 
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teiAeitto to prtpure for daager, frequently prt^* 
tent much greater disbursements to repel it i a« 
¥oi^ng^ lil^ewise the at>culamations of debt, not 
m\j by shunning occasions of expense, but by 
vigorous exeruons in time of peace to discharge 
Ite debts which unavoiding wars may have occa- 
.sfotied, BQt .ungenerously throwing upon posterity 
the burden which we ourselves ought to bear.-— 
The execution of these maxims belongs to your 
ropre^ntatives, but it is necessary that public o» 
pinion should co*operate. To facilitate to theni 
the performance of their duty, it is essential that 
you should prajq^cally bear in mind, that towards 
the payment ofdebts there must be revenue i to 
hate revenue there must be taxes : that no taa&e^ 
oen be devised which are not more or less inson* 
vettient and unpleasant ; that the intrinsic enn 
harassment inseparable from the selection of the 
proper object (which is always a choice of diffi* 
cultie!^) ought to be a decisive motive for U; candid 
Qonstruction of the conduct of the government m 
xtaldng ky and for a fpirit of acquiescence in tfte 
neasures for obtaining revenue which the poUic 
exii^encei may at any time dictate. 

Observe good faith and juctiee towaards aH 
nations ; cultivate peace and harmony with all ; 
reli|^n and morality enjoin this, cimduct ; and 
can it be that good policy does not equally enjdiv 
ft ? It will be vrorthy of a free, enlightened, and, 
at no disfant period, a great nation, to give to 
maf^nd 0» sttgiMnimous and too novel exam* 
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I^e of a people always guided by an exalted 

{'ustice and benevolence. Who can doubt that 
n the course of time and things, the fruits of 
such a plan would richly repay any temporaiy 
* advantages which might be lost by a steady ad- 
herence to it ? Can it be, that Providence has not 
connected the permanent felicity of a nation with. 
its virtue ? The experiment, at least, is recom- 
mended by every sentiment which ennobles h)uV 
^ah nature. Alas ! is it rendered impossibly by 
its vices? 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is 
more essential than that permanent inveterate 
antipathies against particular nations, and passi- 
onate attacHi^ents for otheis should be eii^cludecly 
and that in place of them jujst and amicable feel^ 
Jngs towards all should' be cultivated. ' The 
nation, which indulges towards another an hab- 
itual hatred, or an halntual fondness, is in some 
degree -a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or 
to its affection, either of ^hich is sufficient to 
lead it astray from its duty and its interest. An- 
tipathy in one nation against another dispo ss 
each more readily to offer insult arid injufy, tQ 
lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be 
haughty and intractable, when accidental or tri- 
fling occasions of dispute occur. Hence frequent 
collisions, obstinate envenomed and bloody con^ 
tests. The nation prompted by ill will and resent- 
ment, sometimes itnpels to war the govqrnmenti 
contrary to the^ best Calculations pf policy. The 
government sometimes participates in the nation- ^ 



alpropendty,ahdad6ptsthroughpfts^nwhat rea^' 
son would reject ; at other times, it makes the 
animosity of the nation subservient to projects of 
hostility instigated by pride, ambition and other 
sinister and pernicious motives. The peace of- 
ten, sometimes perhaps the liberty of nations has 
been the victim. 

So likewisie a passionate attachment olfone na- 
tion for another produces a variety of evils, — — •' 
$ympathy for the fa votirite nation/facilitating the 
Mlusionof an imaginary common intei^st, in ca-' 
8CS where no real common interest exists, and 
infuiiing into one the enmities of the other, be- 
trays the former into a participation in th^ quar- 
rels and wartf of the latter, without adequate in- 
ducement or justification. It leads also to con- 
cessions to the favourite nation of privileges 
denied to others which is apt doubly to injure the 
nation making the concessions ; by unnecessarily 
parting with what ought to have been retained y 
and by exciting, jealousy, ill will, and a disposi- 
tion to retaliate, in the parties from whom equ£^l 
privileges are withheld ; And it gives to ambi»- 
tious» corrupted, or deluded citizens (v/ ho devote 
themselves to the favorite nation)- facility to be- 
tray, 'or sacrifice the interests of their country, 
without odium, sometimes even with popularity ;. 
gilding wkh the appearance of a virtuous sense ot 
obligation, a commendable deference for public 
opinion, or a laudible zeal for public good^ the 
base or foolish compliances of ambition^ currup- 
tion or infatuation. 
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At avtnues to foreign infti^ice io immaimimi* 

ble ways, such attachments are particalarlyala] 
ing to the truly enlightened and indepenoent 
riot. How many opportunities do they afibrd to 
tamper with domestic factions, to practice th^ 
arts of seduction, to mislead puhtic pinion, tm 
influence or awe the public councils ! Suc^ mu 
attachment of small or weak, towards a great 
and powerful nation, dooms the former to l>e the 
satellite of the latter. Against the insiduous 
wites of foreign influence, (I conjure you to be« 
lieve me, fellow citizens) the jealousy of a fi>e« 
people ought to be constantly awake; since His.^ 
tory and experience prove that foreign influenc:e 
is one of the most baneful fees of republican 
government. But that jealousy, to be useful, 
must be impartial a else it becomes the in^ru* 
ment of the very influence to be avoided, instead 
of a defence against it.*— Excessive partiality for 
one foreign nation, and excessive dislike ^ an-^ 
other, cause those whom they actuate, to 8e« 
danger only on one side and seiTe to veil and 
even second the arts of influence on the oth«^r. 
Real patriots, who may resist the intrigues of 
the favorite, are liable to become suspected and 
odious; while its tools and dupes usurp the ap* 
ptause and confidence of the people, to surren- 
der their interests. The great rule ©f conduct 
ibr us, in regard to foreign nations, Js, in exten- 
ding our commercial relations) to have with them 
as lilde iK)LiTiGAL connection as pos»b]e. So 
far as we have already formed engagements^ let j 
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Hh€m bt fufitled with perfect good feitfe.— ."ftW 
I let us stop. ' . 

rjlut' Europe has a set of pi'imary intcpests, whkk 
BBCj)# to us have none, oi* a very remote relation.- Hence 
Mt she must be engaged in frequent controversies, 
urn the causes of which are essentially foreign ta 
Ml f our concerns. Hence, thferefore, it must be 
cl« unwise, in us to implicate ourselves by artifi6iaJ 
gKJf ties, in tbe ordmary vicissitudes of her. politics, 
etU or the ordinary combinatibns and collisions of her 
ow^ friendships, ©r ennnties. Our detached and 
► bej distant situation invites and enables us to purstte 
frecj a differeiit course. If we remafn one people, 
tof under an efficient government, the period is not 
K«; far off, when we may defy material injury froih 
afl external annoyance ; when we may takd such an 
ulf j atti<udt5 as will cause the neutrality, we may at 
!• f any time resolve upon, td be scrupulously res- 
' > 'pccted ; when belligerent nations, unddr the ina- 
' "possibility of making acquisitions upon us, will 

* / not lightly hazard the giving us provocation j 

* ' TThcn we.may clwose peace or war, as our inter- 
I est, guided by justice, shall counsel/ 
j Why £br.ego tiie advantages of so peculiar a 
■ sUiKrtion ? Why quit our own to stand upon for- 
eign ground ? Why, by interweaving our desti- 
ny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our 
peace and prosperity m the toils of Europeair 
ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or caprice ? 
^Tis our tnie policy td sfecr clear of permanent 
alliances, with any portion of the foreign world ^ 

M 
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rid]far,. I mezm as we are nw at liberty .to dp it i 

for let me not be understood as capal)le of pat- 

,tx)nising; infidelity to existing engagements. I 

.hold the maxim no less applicable to public than 

to private affairs, that honesty is al\vavs the best 

policy.. I repeat it, tlierefore, let those engage- 

naents be observed in their genuine sense. But, 

in my opinion, it i:-i unnecessary, and would bie 

unwise,, to extend ihem. Taking catre always to 

keep ourselves, by suiluble establishments, on si 

.respectable dv;fcr>sive posture, we may safelv 

trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary 

jemcu'gencies. 

liarmony, li{>efal intercourse with all nations, 

are recommended by policy, htimanfty, and 

ifitereii.; But even otir commercial policy 'ffiould 

hold an equal tnd Impartial hand ; neither feek- 

Irtg nor granting elclufive ifavors orprefereni- 

^es $ confu'king the natural courie of things ; 

diffiffHig a:nd div^'rfifying by geiitle means th^ 

ff reams of (rommerce» but forcing nothing ; 

ellablirtiing, whh powers £o dtfpofed, in order 

to. give trade a ({able cOurfe, to define tbd righl» 

of our met chants, and to enable the government 

to fupport therij, convention^ rules of mtei^- 

courfe, tlie. he&, that prefent circi!tn)ilances and 

inutual opinion Will permit, but temporary, and 

liable to be from time to time abandoned, or va- 

ii'iedy as efperiente s^ eircumftaiiees (hall die* 

tsKte ;; Conftantly keeping in vi^w, that 'tis folly 

in otte nation to lookfor difintertffted faivors from 



( 13J ) 

;^nother ; that it mud pay with a portion 6f itf 
independence ibr whatever it may Accept iiiider 
that character ; that by fuph acceptance, it may 
j)lace itfelf in tbf condition of haying giyei^ 
Equivalents for no^ninal favor^ anfl yet of be- . 
uig reproached with ingratitude, for not giving 
jpore;. Ther^ can be np greater error tbaniq 
erpectt or calculate upon real favors from na*. 
tion to nation. 'Tis nn' illusion which experi^ 
ence muft cure, which a jtift pride ought to 
(difcard. 

In dncritig to you, iny 6ountry^iien, these coun- 
sels of an old! affectionate fHend> I dare not 
hope they will niake the strong aiid lasting im-' 
pfession r could wish i that they wilFcontroul the 
usual cjurrciiit of the passions, or prevent our tia- 
'tion from runnibg the course. which has hitherto 
iharkedthci'deitiny of nations ; But, if Iinayeven 
Matter myself that they inky be productive of ' 
tome partial benefit, some occasional good' ^that 
they itiay now and then recur tp moderate the liiry 
of party .spirit, to warn agjaihst theihischiiefe of' 
foreign intrigues, and guard against this! iilipo*-' 
tufes of pretended patriotism ; this hope wfll'b^ a* 
full fecbmpetice fof the solicitude for ybiirwel* 
fkre, by Which they ha^e been dictated. ' How far 
in th<i discharge of my ofllciidf duties, I have been * 
guided- by the principles i^hich have befen dclin-' 
dated,' the public records tod dther evidetice^ of 
fay condtict- niiiat Witiiesi to' you ahdto*th€( 
world. To myself, the assurance of my owi^ 



to be guided by them. 

Tn relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, 
roy proclamation of the ?2d of April, 1793, is the 
xnaex to my plan.' Sanfctioned by your apprormg 
voice and by that of your representatives in botli 
honses of congress^ tbe ^ifit of that measure h^^^ 
coBtftuMl^ygovertied'^e ; uniDfiuencedbyaoy at^-*' 
tempt to dster ordJivtrt me from it. After (jbtibcr 
rateiexftittinittofi, with tihe aicfofth^ bosi^ lights I. 
4:o9Uobl«i9^ I was yrel| sj^tjsfiod thatpjijr (^mry«, 
under all the circumstances of the case,' had & 
right tQ take^i^d waal;>(xu^d ip du^ and' interest/ 
totaki^ a nfutnajlpo^itlpn. .'Haying l|akep it, I de^ . 
terr(iin«cl> as j^ as should depend up9n '^e, to' 
Ti^i^iquin It, vflth incj^^ratiobft pefsey^ei^iic.f ..an4 

^ The oqQiHdei:at»oQ,wl4c^ respects tEe, right to 
l\old tb^;Gopduc^^«it.i^ po( niecessayy c^n tlii^ occsu* 
siftn , ^pi ii^^y. I ij»^iU,o\>Iy obscryc,^ . that accpirf- 
i9£ Wq^iy understap^jpg of the p^at^r, that righ^ 
so/ar fi|9ip beipg4^iaied.by any of the bi^lligerent 
I^Wffih) haa been yiriuaily admitted by all. .The 
duty of hqlding a neptjral conduct may be infer:? 
red, without a(ny t^ing ipore,^ from the obUg^^ons 
which Ju$tice an4 hundanitylmpQsenpQnevery 
njji|K>p,A) ca^s in whicfa^ it is. fr^^ to a^jt^ to i;pau^' 
t^ J^vMlit?s.the rQl^t;i€H[i|S c^< peace and amity to-? 
w^Mtdf^ Qlher natioi>m . The iuducements of^Miiter- 
Pf^ fc^.ol^Rpryipg tb^t,.gopduSt yfiW bp8t,be refer* 
c4 to,)ijo(*r pv/f^ fe^c\m» M fixper^^c^, Witfc 



J 



( J»t > 

me, a predominant niotife has been to endeavor 
to gain tinii$ to our.jco^ntry to settle and mature 
its yet recent institutions, and to pFogress with- 
out, interruption) tp tJbat degree of strength and 

• consistency, which is necessary tq give it, hutnan- 
]y .speaking, the command of it^ pwn fortunes. 

Tbo* in reviewing tbe incidents of my adminis* 
tratiim, I am unconscious of intentional error : I 
ain neventbel^s too sensible of iny defects not to 
tbink it pmpable that Imay iiave committed ma- 
byjerivws.,. Whatever tl\ey may be, I fervently 
boMech the; AbDighity to *yert ^ mitigate tbi^ 
fevils to whicb tbey m%y teiid. I shall also carry 
with me the hope that my .cpvtntry will never 
cfiBs^ jto V view them .with indulgence; and thaj 
after fQrt|t-&ve years of ray life dedkated to its 
sefvice, .witb an .upright zeal, the&ulits of incom? 
petent abilities .will be consigned nIo obUvionj as 
-mysrif 'miist soon far to the m'«ins]ons of rest. 
:RelyiDg on its : kindness lo.tbis as.in the other 
tbiags, and actuated by that fervent love towards 

>it;)'wiaicii is so naturkl.to a nvan» who views in k 
the natmsoil of himseif and his progenitors fca* 
several generations ; I anticipate wifth pleasing 

. eispecttttion that retneat, in which I promise my- 
self to reaU^e, without alloy the sweet enjo^meiit 
of- partaking, in the midst bf my fellow citizens, 
the benign inSuence df good laws under a fr^ 
government-^th^ ever favourite object of my 
heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mu- 
tual cares, labors and dangers. 
M 2 G. WASHINGTON. 
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SIR WILLIAM WALlrACE's BOX , 

Phihdelhhid, m Mi. \'r'9%, '■ - - ■ 
On Friday" Ikst' was presented to the Pfesident 
of the United J^tates, George Washington^ a Box 
elegantly nVOunited vvi^h silver, and made of the 
celebrated oak tree that sheltered vhe patriotiQ 
Si^ William Wa LL AC K of Scotland, after the 
unfortunate battle of FalkirR about the year 1300: 
This very curious and characteMstical present is 
fi'om the Earl of Bu(chart,'by the hkni of Mr* 
Archibald Robeiftson, a Scotch gentleitiian, and 
a pbrfrait pafintcr, who arrived in An^eiHca somd 
fnonths ago. The Box wa» presented to Lord 
Buth&n by the Goldsmiths Company of Jidui>- 
burgh ; from whom hi&I:«rdshipreqtie^d, and 
obtained leave, to ms^ke it dvef to the Man whom 
he deemed l^ore desertitig of it than biinsel^ 
and Gforge WasfUngtokwak the'mahl ' - 

We further learn, thmt, Lord Bu^ban^ has 
Requested of the President, thaty on the event4if 
tiis decease he will tonsign the Box tb tbkt Man, 
in this Coz^^r^,' who shall appeair, ihhisjudg- 
tnent, to mer^t it beat, iipon the same considera-i 
lions that' induced him to send it to Aoierica; 

Upon the. Box, which is curiously/wrought, 
is a silver plate \irith the £611owing inscription. : 
^ Presented by the Qoidkmihai^Edmbutgh to Da- 
vid Stewart JSrskine, Marl of JBuchan^ with the 
JtYeedom of their Corfioratioriy.by their Deacorhm^ 

A. D. jr^L" 'r 



^Lopy of the Lettish fW>te' LordButRAN to Geti. 
WASHiNG'ToN^'-atccofripslhyifig; tht Bdx* ' 

«4'had the honour' to- i*eie?T(B*^youpE^ell€n- 
cf's letter relating f0itKe d4Vci%»ement of Dfi 
Andersdn's. periodieal p^blickticfft . in the- Gazetti6 
of the United' States VWhkihiattierition to tnj^ 
j'ecomtnendation I feervc^y-feeiisiWy, andiretufrt 
yoo-'nay grateful acknrowliedigTn^ntsV ^ 
j»« In^ the 21st Noi oftHat literary Miscellany, 
I-iA9ei*ted a nionit<^ paper t^pectkigAnieHca, 
vMch I Matter inyselfl'inay> ifattenclei^ toon 
tte ottteir didjeolthe«>A'ttatttiCr be produdive of 
gtxiid' coosequcaices^'' "' "'■''• ■'• .'j-\'' •-•>:- '•^• 

*' To use your own emphatic words, *' May 
(bat Alna^hty BeQ^K ^^<^ ^ufles over the Uiftverse 
—who presides in the Councils of N«t4ons-7-and 
whose prpvijdentiaiiaid caii supply eVIery human 
defect, consecrate to the Liberties and ilappinesa^ 
6f the.Americad people,- 4l[ government institu-/ 
tedb^ themselves f<6r public and private security, 
upon th^ basis pf Law and equiit adminiiitcatiop 
q£ Justice, preserving tQfe?ery itidividlialas much 
civil and political 'freedom' as is consisten t with 
the safety- of the. Nation/'^— And ' may «e be' 
pleased 10 continue your life an^ str^gfthas long 
as you can be in any way useful to yoiir Qopntkiy 4 

' ^ I have entrusted this sheet inclosed in a Box, 
made of the Oak that sheltered our Great Siiv 

tVilUam Wallace? after the battle of Falkirk, to 
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{my, 

the \yo^ 4^. U^,bftyip9<i^h(|[KHirofde)ivorihg; 
it into :yq^r. hand ji« recoiQin«ikljiAg him as an 
able Artist, seeking for fortune and fame in the 
N^T.^^r^^* -^It)^^?!^ .was presented t^ni^by- 
ttei Gioid&B>i|l;^*A , Qorapany^ at Edinburgh) c^ 
wtKMT^i fe^Ung mf ovfn. uov^orthip^ssi to receiy^ 
tbif Bd^gniSo^Pltly fiiigpific^Q^ preseoU I, request- 
^d and.9^ainp^ ieave jtpipake it over to the man 
in the worldtp whoin ):tboughtjt moat justly due. 
JntQ,t^(>uf ^baQds I, f^omfn^ity requesting ofyou 
to p^ vit, m tt(»jsve^it€)f your <lecea$e» jt».tk0 
Man ill. ywr ow^owniry who shall. appear. Jo 
yoyr [judgement to,4|»efitit be»f^ upoB the saoie 
considerations that have induced me tPfleodil.tf> 

i **iLaro» Sir* awth Ihc Highest Asteeini in. 
> :. ^- y^wuf £lxic«II^;»By'$ mostobedient, o 

. u! ! And QWigedihiilHAili:servain^ivi c /. 
.•• :.a'.J;-;,;.-BUeHAN» > 

' .^ l^« S.«^I beg. jfOHr, £|«AUency avill hsva tba 
.goodoets to .settdimei.yoiir Aartm^. that i iikaf 
place u aqaong: tboii» X most Jionour^ add I rmxdA 
-Vfish kfrooaihe pencil of Mc; Aobevtson* i beg 
jeave to rsceoim^id. bim to^ydur oooiiiiteBsabde^ 
as he has. been wi^titiobed to.me'&vpuraisly by 
my worthy friendi. Professor Ogihiey' of ..King's 
.College^ Aberd9eii«" .^ ' .1. 



r «4 



•r; i 






Oeo. WAsmNGHON's AhswiI* 

HiladclpUa, 1st May, 1792. 
My LarA 

** I ftonM have had the hofiorof acknowledge 
hg fooser that receipt of your letter of the 28th 
of June laft, had I not conclnded to defer doing 
it till I could announces to you the tranfmiffion 
rfmy portrait, vhich has juft been fini(hed bf 
Mr. ^obertfon (of New- York) who has alfo un- 
dertaken to forward it. The manner of the exe- 
CHtiot^ of it doe« no difcFedit, I am told, to 
tj^ a^^i$> of who^ jEkill favourable mentloc^ 
^af jbe^ 9)^4e tp j^e^ I w^s further tnduQe4 
iQCiiitiltft the execttikn of it to Mr. RobertioPr 
ftpm^hk hai^in^ inforined fne that he had dtUwA 
4Miierii for^ jrour LordAip, and knew the fiise 
fvfekh beft^lliited jotir colle^on. 

*^ I Accept with fenfibility and with fatisfac- 
tSon, the fijgttiiicant prefent of the box which ac- 
companied, your Lordfliip's letter. 

*f Id .'yielding thie tribute due from every lo- 
ver of ixl)iqk^nd to ijie patriotic and heroic virtues 
o{. which It 1^ cpmn^emoratire^ I estimate, as I 
ought^ the jkidditional v^luc which it derives from 
the . bsind'tl^at; sent it, and my oblijrations for thu 
sentiments that kxJuced the transfer. 

"I\viiJ, however, ask that you will exempt 
Ijie from the 4:ompli2uice with the request relating 
tQ its ey^pntual d^tinatioHf- , 



( 1*2 ) 

{^ Jn an' attempt to e?ce<5ute your wish in tlii§ 
particular, I should' feel embarrasment from ^ 
just comparison of relative pretentatioiis, and fear 
to risk injustice by so'markecf a preferente* ^ 
<f \Vith sentiments of the truest esteem and 
coasiderattap, I r^nmi> yo^r i*Qri]9hlp*a 
most ol^dient servant, 
£qrlo/ Buc/iat^. ' ' G. WASHINGTON.. 
Extract Jrop^ Gen. pM^hington'^ WltX. - 
Item — To the Eairl oFBuchnn I rejoin jnit 
*< the Box njade of the Oak that sheltered the' 
^rave Sir William Wallace after the battle of Fal;? 
kifk,*'' presented to me by htsLord^ip in tcrfrts' 
too Battering for me' to repeal, with' a "req\ies6 
¥^ to pass it on the eve^t oi my deoea$e,t64lie msai 
in my country whb appbaredljomeritit' bestfup^ 
oi!l.the same Conditions that bl^vein^UQP^ himtQ^ 
send it to me.T-VV^etlijpPj eia^yipr n^ti't^ fi^\l»^ 
ike Man who mig|it compoi^ with jiis Lordship's 
opinkjn in thi^s respef t, is nptfor ipe tos^y.: bi^ 
conceiving that no. disposition pF^this valuable fu- 
riosity can be "more eligible than th^ reTCorqniit- 
riient of" it to his own cabinetj agreeably to the 
6ri(^inal (lesi^hbf the Gbid^ttiithVeoinpany dt 
EdingGurgh, -ivho presented it to .Hm, and, a^ 
^is request consented 'that' it should be transfer- 
fed to itie— ^Ido give and btJ^geatlr the saiixe to 
his Lordship ; and in case 6f hfs decease to hiir 
heir, with tny .grateful thanks 'for the distingtiish-r^ 
ed honour of presenting it' to me,'arid more esr* 
pecially for the favourable ^cntimcnjs With ivhich* 
h^ accompanied it. " '* 



CHARACTER OF WASHINGTO^f • 
(By< a Scotch Traveller.) 
. in no one |hing has the world b/eerisomuch 
'deceiyed* as in the article of what is^ commonly 
called . Gre€t Men, Most of thena^ Upon a near- 
er, and<jiosej' inspection, have been found to be 
either great hypocrites, or great robbers 1 — Not 
so the nian whose character is/iow attempted to- 
be delineated.— i Whether ip public or in private, 
lie was still the same ; and in that hCimble, but 
useful and honourable en^ployment, a Farmer, 
\t pointed the way to Fortiinc, as, in his public 
capacities, he. had pointed, the way to Fame; e- 
minently proving, in his own person, the differ- 
€Qce between , system of method and oeconomy, 
and A course pf idleness and dissipation, t 

3y hisjflBgular and economical conduct, Mr. 
Was^ngton became one of the extensive and 
opulent Farmers on the continent. He had a- 
bout 10,000 acres of land attached, to his seat of • 
Mount VernoD, where he combined theory with* 
practice, and, by successive improvements, ren- 
dered ills grounds highly productive. Inclu-. 
diiig his household servants, and those who work- 
ed upon the farm, he daily maintained about one 
thousand perso^t all of whom moved and acted 
according to the rules of a strict, but benificent 
system. Like a well-regulated clock, the whole 
machine moved in perfect time and order— The 
effects were, that he was completely indepen- 
dant, and died possessed of a great property. — 
It does iK)t appear that Mr. Washington's educa- 
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fion vras either dassical or extensive ; a know-- 
ledge of the English language, with a portion of 
geography and mathematies, seem to haiT« been 
the whole of his juvenile improvements. Altho' 
ills grammatical instructions could not be very 
accurate, he notwithstanding, attained, by dint 
of stody and observation, a proficiency in the wri- 
ting of English, smooth, uniform, and even d ig- 
Dified — he wrote in a style that ^s extorted the 
approbation of the most fastidious' critics. He is 
ro eminent proof, that a man may become an a- 
We General without having read Cassarinthe 
original, and an able politican without having 
studied cither the Greek or Roman authors. 

With a tall, majestic person, and a nfianly 
countenance, he had a strong but well-govmned 
mind—Ins preceptions were not quick, but, wheB\ 
once he did take a position, it was gonerally well 
chosen, and fiAnly adhered to— Neither wit nor 
%vivacity brightened his featuwss j it was a lace of 
•Care, of thought, and of caution ; all was calm- 
ness and deliberation— Washington's great foi^e 
was prudence, or . discretion ^ it covered ham 
like a shield in the hour 6f danger, and it was 
his sure guipdc in the day of prosperity ; by this' 
single talent, he acquired all his wea^h, andob** 
tained all his celebrity. — Whilst he fulfiled all 
the relative duties, he was obedient to every tem-' 
perate rule, and every mor>:l principte; andkisow-' 
ing its vast impoinance both to inc^vidual and 
national happiness, he ^id a proper resf)ect to^ 
the observances of Religion. ^ y 
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